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TELL ME ANOTHER! 
—By Ann Schrooten 

 

Stories have to be told or they die, 
And when they die, 

we can’t remember who we are 
or why we are here. 

Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees 

If we’ve learned anything about ourselves over the last ten 
months in our physical distancing from one another, it’s that 
we’ve really missed those ordinary, in-person interactions 
with our wider circle of friends, neighbors, and colleagues. 
There are people whose smiles we haven’t seen in person in 
over 300 days. The voices of those who speak our names 
with such glad welcome seem very faint and far away. We’re 
running low on all the different perspectives that exist out-
side our pandemic safe pods. And new stories from young 
friends and old are in short supply. The vaccine will soon 
reintroduce us to one another again, but in the meantime, 
why not turn to what many cultures throughout history 
turned to during the long winter: Sharing stories! Stories 
create community, bind us together, and wake us up to our 
own imaginations. Listening to the life experiences of others 
can help us to see ourselves in a new way. Sharing a story 
from our own experience with another creates a deeper 
sense of belonging. 

There is no greater agony than bearing an  
untold story inside you.  

Maya Angelou 

Many of us have been holding on to this thought over the last 
year: that even as we keep a safe distance, we belong to one 
another; as part of our community of faith to be sure, but 
also as human beings. One of the most powerful ways in 
which we can truly know we belong is knowing that our own 
story is worthy of being shared and that the stories of others 
are lovingly welcomed wherever and whenever we gather. 
Right now, we’re having to be a little more creative to find 
ways to connect with others, but we’ve seen that technology 
provides us with some amazing tools that have allowed us to 
see and hear one another; to be together. 

Storytelling is our obligation to the next generation.  
Laura Holloway, Founder of The Storyteller Agency 
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

READINGS 

Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29: 
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

ADULT FORUM 

 
 

Login at zoom.us or call 312-626-6799 or click here 

Meeting ID: 858 5687 1594 / Password: 317879 

To view the adult forum from Sunday, January 3, click  
https://vimeo.com/496978680 

JANUARY 10 “Bridge of Reconciliation” 

   Rev. Richard Coleman 

The Rev. Richard Coleman, Pastor of Wayman AME Church in 
Minneapolis and Executive Director of Hope United Community 
Development Corporation (HUCDC) will share information 
about the Bridge of Reconciliation, a growing movement of  
racial healing in our cities. 
 
JANUARY 17 “Proposal for Disbursing Money” 

   Stepping Out in Faith Task Force 

You are invited to participate in a discussion of the final recom-
mendations made by the Stepping Out in Faith Task Force. The 
proposal was presented at a town-hall style meeting in  
December (you can view the meeting here), it was approved by 
Church Council, and it will come to the congregation for a vote 
at the Annual Meeting on January 31. If you have questions or 
feedback for the task force, you can send them by email 
to steppingout@htlcmpls.org.  

SUNDAYS, 9:30 A.M.  

COVID, WORSHIP, JUSTICE, AND LOVE 

Theologian Cornel West says that “justice is what love looks 
like in public.” Based on our understanding of love and  
justice, the Council recently decided to continue online  
worship through Easter (Sunday, April 4). At that time, church 
leadership will reassess the COVID situation in  
Minnesota and discern a plan for the late spring and early  
summer. We know this announcement comes as a  
disappointment for some and as a relief for others; however 
you receive this news, know that we are holding you in  
prayer and compassion. This is hard. We love you. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85856871594?pwd=MjErUEQrTnhpTlhFV3VOZ0dsc3d1Zz09
https://vimeo.com/496978680
https://vimeo.com/manage/489891135/general
mailto:steppingout@htlcmpls.org


P A R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N 

(Tell Me Another continued from previous page) 
In the coming weeks, as part of our Communities of Calling 
initiative, Holy Trinity will introduce a new Intergenerational 
Conversation Project; one that begins with individual stories 
shared between the adults and young people in our congre-
gation. These stories can be as simple as describing the 
neighborhood or church you grew up in, that “epic” camping 
trip you took, or the first time you cooked a turkey for your 
relatives at Thanksgiving. To “find” your story, begin with a 
strong memory or unforgettable character and return to the 
scene, so to speak. Perhaps by sharing some of our most 
memorable stories virtually with one another in the coming 
months, we will find our way back to one another in person, 
feeling even closer than we were before the pandemic pulled 
us apart. 

You could think of this project like Holy Trinity’s own version 
of Storycorps; the national initiative to collect stories from 
everyday folks to make them available to future generations. 
My friends Deacon David, Deb Anderson, Josie Hines, and I 
have been working together the last few months to create  
some regular spaces for these stories to be shared; some 
small virtual gatherings, and perhaps as the weather warms, 
some outdoor opportunities around a bonfire. If there’s an 
adult or young person that you already know, you can ask to 
be part of a group that includes them. If you like surprises, 
you’ll find yourself in a group with adults and youth that 
you’ll almost certainly get to know better. If you are the par-
ent of a young person, help them think of an adult in the con-
gregation that they may want to hear from. We’ll take care of 
the invitations and providing the story prompts. Simply add 
your name by clicking on the following link and come join us 
around the “campfire”! 

Tell Me Another! 
https://signup.com/go/vnRvzaC 

 

WORSHIP LINK FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 

The worship video for Sunday, January 3, can be found here. 

BIG MEETING NIGHTS JANUARY 7 AND 12 

Committee chairs should contact Pam if you plan to meet and 
which night (Thursday, January 7, or Tuesday, January 12) 
your committee plans to meet (pwetterlund@htlcmpls.org) . 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Unless you have opted out of receiving offering envelopes in 
2021, they will be mailed directly to your home each quarter.   
You may opt out anytime by notifying Pam in the office 
(pwetterlund@htlcmpls.org).  

REPARATIONS: AN INTRODUCTION AND A CHALLENGE 
This discussion series will be offered Wednesday evenings,  
January 20 through February 10, from 7:00 to 8:15p.m. via 
Zoom. Reparations for racial injustice involves much more 
than possible financial compensation for past deeds. One of 
the first steps is “truth telling” and hearing the stories of the 
victims of racial crimes. Participants will have short podcasts 
or articles to review before the meetings and guests from the 
congregation or community will present and facilitate discus-
sions. This is the start of several series on reparations this 
year which we hope will include planning for actions we can 
take as individuals or as communities. Watch for additional 
information on how to participate. Sponsored by the Racial 
Justice and Doctrine of Discovery Groups.  

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 31 VIA ZOOM AT 12:00 P.M. 

All members are invited to join the annual congregational 
meeting on Sunday, January 31, 12:00 p.m. via Zoom, as we 
celebrate the 117th year of God’s ministry through Holy  
Trinity Lutheran Church. We will review committee goals, 
elect new council members, approve the 2021 budget, and 
vote on the Stepping Out in Faith recommendations for the 
money we received from the Trinity Apartments transaction. 
The annual meeting is also an opportunity for us to check on 
progress made toward our congregational goals. The annual 
report and a link to the Zoom meeting will be sent to all  
members prior to January 31.  

CONCERNING PEOPLE 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with pastoral care  
emergencies (Pastor Ingrid: 612.875.6679; Pastor Angela: 
612.248.9121; Pastor Doug: 612.310.5752). We will do our 
best to help you from a distance. 

Long before I wrote stories, I listened for stories.  
Listening for them is something more acute than  
listening to them. I suppose it’s an early form of  

participation that goes on. Listening children know 
stories are there. When their elders sit and begin,  

children are just waiting and hoping for one to  
come out, like a mouse from its hole. 

Eudora Welty, Author 

https://signup.com/go/vnRvzaC
https://vimeo.com/496500837
mailto:pwetterlund@htlcmpls.org

