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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
In the psalm all the natural world praises God, including all humanity, 
male and female, young and old. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old 

Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. 
Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we have seen God’s 

salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands 
in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we speak of Jesus 

to all who look for the healing of the world.

READINGS
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:22-40

ADULT FORUM
10:00 am — in the Library

DECEMBER 31   “Refl ections on the Past Year; Hopes for 
                               the New Year”
Holy Trinity has had an exciting transitional year in 2017 and 
enters 2018 with anticipation and hope. What has 2017 been 
like for you personally, and what are your hopes for 2018? Join us 
in small groups as we re lect on 2017 and look forward to 2018. 

JANUARY 7     “How to be Pro Palestinian Without Being 
                          Anti-Semitic” 
                          Rabbi Michael Latz, Shir Tikvah Congregation
Rabbi Latz has been Shir Tikvah’s Senior Rabbi since July 2009. 
He brings to the congregation boundless energy, heartfelt 
compassion, and commitment to fostering an authentic and 
engaging Jewish experience. Previously, he was the founding 
rabbi of Kol HaNeshamah in West Seattle. A Wexner Fellow 
during rabbinical school, Rabbi Latz was ordained by Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in 2000.

CONFIRMATION WINTER RETREAT JANUARY 13-15
All con irmands are encouraged to attend the Con irmation 
Winter Retreat at Luther Park near Danbury, WI from January 
13-15. Registrations and $50 due January 7.

CHERISH ALL CHILDREN SATURDAY, JAN. 13, 10 A.M.
Join us to learn how the faith community can support service 
providers working to curb sex traf icking around the Super Bowl 
and beyond. Hear from Sgt. Grant Snyder about efforts of the 
law enforcement community. Experts from The Link, Breaking 
Free, and Streetworks will share how the faith community can 
support them, with speci ic volunteer needs to support Super 
Bowl efforts. Register at Eventbrite (search for “A Call to Action” 
in the search bar) for this free event, and make a difference in 
our communities. Questions? Email info@cherishchildren.org 
or call Joy McElroy 651-207-3357.

DEFIANCE AND AFFIRMATION
We are in the midst of the Season of Christmas in which we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, as well as the incarnation.

The incarnation—God entering fully into human life—is truth in 
de iance. And we can begin with truth in de iance of the Roman 
Empire, which demanded absolute obedience. The reason for 
a census—any census—was to make sure the Roman military 
machine got every possible coin in taxes from its occupied people, in 
order to preserve the “peace.” Peace was not peace at all, of course, 
but a repressive order enforced by fear, violence, and control. The 
birth of Jesus in the midst of all this was a complete act of de iance 
on God’s part, and a complete act of de iance on the part of those 
who dared to tell this story in the irst few centuries following Jesus’ 
birth. 

The incarnation story is truth in de iance of human expectations. 
Shepherds were the irst to hear the news. There were no priests 
or religious leaders present at the manger! In the presence of the 
shepherds, all of humanity is brought into alignment: the high 
are brought down, the low are brought up. A de iant truth of the 
nativity smashes the fatalistic notion that if something is, then it 
must be. The nativity shakes up our expectations about who gets 
invited to God’s celebration. 

Perhaps the body of Christ, the church, is a living remnant of the 
incarnation as de iant truth.  

But the birth of Jesus, and the incarnation, is also a powerful sign of 
who and what God is for. And so while there is a de iant element to 
truth, there is an af irming element, as well. God is for us and God 
is for all of creation and all of the creatures. We hear the familiar 
declaration from John: “For God so loved the world…” The tendency 
is to go right to the cross, as if the only reason that God gave the 
Son was that so the Son should die. The cross is a destination but 
not before God, in Jesus, irst travels deeply into this world. The 
incarnation is not just a way to get Jesus into the world so he can 
die. It is not a mere utilitarian event, a means to an end, like cleaning 
your house so you can sell it. In the life of Jesus, beginning with his 
humble birth, God dwells with us. 

In the incarnation—God entering fully into human life—we are 
gifted with a truth about God’s inclination, about God’s longing. 
God could no longer be distant. God had to engage more deeply and 
completely. God couldn’t stay away, and so Jesus came. And Jesus 
didn’t just appear one day out of nowhere; Jesus was born out of 
human labor and love, like you and me. That’s what God needed 
to happen, so that God could remain faithful to God’s own creation 
and all of God’s beloved. Life is af irmed in the birth of Jesus!

— Pastor Hans

CALL PROCESS
Following Pastor Ingrid’s election to the position of Lead Pastor, 
the Transition Team met with her last week to begin the process 
of updating the Ministry Site Pro ile, which the Call Committee will 
share with candidates for the Associate Pastor position. The Call 
Committee will eventually receive names from the synod, and will 
begin the process of screening and interviewing candidates from that 
list. Please watch for more information about the Call Process in the 
coming weeks.



PA R I S H  I N F O R M A T I O N
WORSHIP LEADERS TRAINING SUNDAY, FEB. 25, 12-1:30 P.M.
If you would like to serve as a leader in worship, this training 
is for you. From noon-1:30 p.m. we’ll offer training for ushers, 
crucifers, assisting ministers, communion servers, altar guild, and 
coffee servers. Veterans and novices are welcome! Sign up in the 
Community Room by February 18, so we know to look for you.

FAMILY EPIPHANY PARTY 
Trinity Villagers and their parents are invited to the Bartsch Room 
on Sunday, January 7, from 9:55 to 10:50 a.m. for an Epiphany party. 
Come and eat a little Three Kings Cake, sing a chorus or two of “We 
Three Kings,” ind out a little more about frankincense and myrhh, and 
wrap up a gift of “time or talent” to bring to the Christ Child in 2018.

GAME NIGHT WITH NURTURING & YOUTH COMMITTEES
Saturday, January 20, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Snacks and games galore! Holy Trinity members and friends of 
all ages are invited to an evening of snacks, laughter, and some 
fun competition playing favorite games and new games. Come 
and play between 6:00-9:00 p.m. Sign up in the Community 
Room by January 13. 

MEALS ON WHEELS JANUARY 8-12
Holy Trinity will deliver meals for South Mpls Meals on Wheels 
the week of January 8-12. Meals are picked up at Nokomis 
Square, 50 St. & 35 Ave. S., at 11:15 a.m. Delivery takes about 1 
hour. Volunteers are needed for 1-5 days. You may sign up in the 
Community Room or call Mary Engen with questions. We are 
delivering 5 routes, so more help is needed.

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 12:00 P.M.
Following the 11:00 a.m. service, all are invited to the gym 
for a free meal and the annual congregational meeting, as we 
celebrate the 114th year of God’s ministry through Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. We will review committee goals, elect new 
council members, and approve the 2018 budget. The annual 
meeting is also an opportunity for us to check on our progress 
made toward congregational goals.

FIRST SUNDAY MUSINGS JANUARY 7
Head to a local restaurant at 12:15 p.m. with several other 
members for lunch and conversation. No sign up necessary. 
Meet by the brightly colored sign in the Community Room.
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PARISH EVENTS December 31, 2017-January 6, 2018
Sunday 8:45 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
 10:00 am  Adult Forum 
 11:00 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
 2:00 pm Swahili Service
Monday  Offi ce Closed on New Year’s Day
Tuesday 11:00 am Worship Readings Discussion
 

CHANGES TO THE REGULAR SCHEDULE
—No Sunday School or Con irmation classes on December 31
—No Youth Choirs on December 27 or January 3
—No First Fridays with Friends in January
—No Parents’ Night Out in January

2018 VARIETY SHOW
The Variety Show, scheduled for February 2, is canceled due 
to February being a busy time at Holy Trinity. We will host a 
show with poets and storytellers at a time to be determined. 
Some emcees and storytellers have already signed up, but more 
voices are welcome. For more information, talk to Cori Gershon 
(corigershon@centurylink.net).

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS DECEMBER 31, 2017
8:45 AM 11:00 AM

Sally Gregory Kohlstedt Assisting Minister Dennis Ormseth
Grayson Wieczorek, 

Tevy Nou Acolytes

Tom Cahoy Crucifer Troy Davison
Carol and David Berg Communion Deb Anderson, Cori Gershon

Tina and Robert Russell Altar Guild Stella Townsend, 
Cori Gershon

Bob Peschiutta, De 
Townsend, Marcea Mariani Ushers Sam Kleven, Alan Libra, 

Mike Mann
Sally and David Kohlstedt Coffee Servers Helen and Bob Norheim

Annie Hines, 
Bob Peschiutta Counters Lee Kampinen, Deb Helmel

Closer Bob Hulteen

Special gifts were received for:
World Hunger by Karen Batdorf and Roberta Shaw
CTUL by Roberta Shaw


