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REFLECTIONS FROM CAMP WAPO

During the first week of August, four Holy Trinity youth—Mabel
and Mari Hendrickson, and Julian & Peter Schroeder—spent a
week at Camp Wapo, and I had the opportunity to spend part
of my week out there too. This was my first time attending
any camp as church staff, and it was such a gift to experience
camp removed from the camper, counselor, or program staff
roles [ spent many formative years in. While the youth knew I
was present, | very consciously chose not to insert myself
into their cabins or activities, aside from brief check-ins and
“heys”. When I wasn’t connecting with other church staff or
working on one of many summer projects, I got to witness
the beauty of camp and why outdoor ministry is such an
important part of faith formation.

Camp is a safe place where kids can learn independence, healthy
risk-taking, and discover more about who they are. Opportunities
abound to experience the Divine in so many tangible ways—in a
counselor who comforts a homesick camper, in cabinmates
welcoming a new camper with open arms, in the friendships
that develop and deepen, in the sunrise over the lake while the
birds sing their song, in the songs sung countless times, and in
the way every camper is to leave knowing that they are loved,
just as they are. It is also a place where campers can experience
the diversity of backgrounds, perspectives, and ways that people
experience faith, while learning to ask questions, be challenged,
and become more rooted in what they believe.

While at Wapo, 1 witnessed our youth develop friendships
with their cabinmates and become more open and free as the
week went on. | saw one camper’s demeanor become increasingly
joyful each day. Another HT camper went out of their way to
invite a shy camper into a group activity. There was a cleanest
cabin award won multiple days, and another cabin that was
awarded for their original song that included every camper in
that cabin.

While not every camp is a good fit for everyone, I believe that
there is a good fit for every person that wants to go to camp
(or who might even be unsure about the whole thing). Outdoor
ministry experiences are important for faith formation, and it
is one of my goals as CYF Ministry Coordinator for our youth
to have positive outdoor faith formation experiences. If you
would like to be part of exploring opportunities for our
children and youth, please reach out.

~Taryn Meyer

(Continued on next page)
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JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY FOR WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

READINGS

Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8;
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28

ADULT FORUM

9:00 a.m. each Sunday beginning September 13
(in-person and on Vimeo)

September 13 “Protecting Our Elections”

Across the country we are witnessing an unprecedented,
organized effort to undermine free and fair elections. How
should we respond as Christians? Join us at 9:00 a.m. in
person or on Vimeo for a conversation on some of the work
already underway and how you can be involved. Let’s also
think together about how our faith values guide us in building
and protecting democracy.

September 20 Welcome New Members

The congregation is invited to come and boldly welcome new
members at 9:00 am. in the Church Library. We’ll hear from
two current members who will offer reflections on what it
means to be a part of this community of faith. We'll also be
introduced to the people joining this congregation.

~ Concerning People ~

Lord who healed the sick, we ask for your compassion and
healing for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and those
who suffer fear and uncertainty. We lift in prayer especially
today Maelene Krig’s brother-in-law, Jeff Ramsdell; Carol
Masters's son, Paul, in need of healing after being struck by
a car while biking; Ron Duty; Donna Heyer’s grandson,
Jeremy; Senem Yumsak; Ayhan Yumsak; Aysel Yumsak;
Marlene Peterson; Merlin Wells; Dorothy Kelly; Mary
Petersen’s friend, Barb Nygaard; Tre Tellor's mom Jill;
Karen Batdorf's sister Marie; Josie Tober; Stella Townsend;
Mary Gunderson’s partner.

September 21, 12:00 p.m.
Memorial Service for Pat Lundquist
Lunch following the service.

October 24, 2:00 p.m. Memorial Service for Rick Lathrop
Coffee and sweet treats following the service.

If you'd like to help with ether memorial service, please sign
up in the Community Room or contact the church office.



https://htlcmpls.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Readings-August-30.pdf

PARISHINFORMATION

Peter and Julian have gone to Wapo for five and six years
now, starting when they were first and second graders. Their
first overnight experience was at Wapo, and we've always
appreciated how gently and joyfully camp introduced them to
being away from home: lots of independence and fun, but
also counselors who go out of their way to make kids feel
cared for and included. This year, they came home with the
usual camp stories—games, cabin friendships, canteen, nine
square, and opinions about the food (“The food is super mid,
but other than that Wapo is really great,” Julian reports).

Peter's favorite part of camp was having a kid from his
ultimate frisbee team in his cabin. He also came home with
some new theological knowledge. Among his discoveries: “I
learned that there's a seven-headed sheep demon at the end
of the Bible. I don't really know. The rapture is weird.” He
also discovered just how much Pastor David has taught him.
Apparently, his counselor told him that Martin Luther
translated the Bible from Latin into Greek. Peter immediately
corrected him: “Bro. No. He translated it into German. Google it.”

Julian loved nine square and the canteen, but perhaps most of
all he loved his cabin. “The people in my cabin were so
awesome. We all liked nerd things. So we got along and had a
good week.” His cabin even bonded over a shared frustration
with some particularly enthusiastic camp-game cheaters.

We keep sending our kids to Wapo because it is such a joyful
community. As parents, we love that they get to experience
independence and adventure while being surrounded by
adults who are there to care for them and help them have a
great week. We also usually send them off with one particular
reminder: you can question anything.

That matters to us. Sometimes it is a little nerve-wracking to
send our kids into a Christian space where we don't know
every theological perspective they will encounter. But over
the years, Peter and Julian have increasingly shown us that
they have their own viewpoints—and that they know they
are allowed to have them. They come home from Wapo
happy, confident, full of stories, and ready to plug right back
into life at Holy Trinity—with their questions intact.

And honestly, that's exactly what we hope for.

~Katie Schroeder

It was really fun. They made Chapel fun, and I wanted to go
for once.

~Mari Hendrickson

At Campfire we got to sing a lot of songs, it was really fun
because the counselors did skits, it was really fun. Banquet
night people got to dress up, we had pork sandwiches, we
had peach cobbler. After that we had Wapo County Fair, we
got to put tinsel in our hair and paint our nails. There was
yoga, it was really fun. The first day it was hard because you
miss your family, but it gets better. Campfire cheers you up.
The counselors are so supportive.

~Mabel Hendrickson




SUNDAY, AUGUST 30—SUMMER POP-UP CHOIR

Our final Pop-up Choir of the summer! Everyone is welcome,
from those who can’t commit to weekly rehearsals during the
school year but have always wanted to sing to those who
have sung in the choirs for years. (Family and friends who
are visiting are also welcome!) Rehearse at 9:00 a.m. in the
sanctuary for the 10:00 a.m. worship service. No preparation
needed! This will be an intergenerational pop-up choir offering
music accessible to both young and old.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30—PREPAREDNESS TRAINING
Final session Sunday, August 30, 11:00 a.m. in the Bartsch Room.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1—WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

READINGS STUDY

Join Pastor Doug and congregants on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. in
the Youth Library or on Zoom to study the assigned worship
readings for the upcoming Sunday. Participants need not attend
every session, and no prior bible experience is necessary (to join
on Zoom: Meeting ID: 872 7504 3389, Passcode: 336030).

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1—KNITTING GROUP

Knitters (and crocheters!) are invited to bring their knitting or
crochet projects to Holy Trinity on the first Tuesday of each
month at 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to join in for needlework
and conversation. For more information, contact Liz Blood.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2—YOUNG ADULT MONTHLY
SOCIAL

Young adults are invited to meet at Arbeiter Brewing at 6:00 p.m.
on the first Wednesday of each month for fellowship and fun!
For further information, please reach out to Dave Herrera.

BACKPACKS FOR LONGFELLOW SCHOOL
School is approaching, time for backpacks for Longfellow School.
Please pick a sturdy backpack since many use them as a diaper
bag. Here is the supply list: 3 spiral notebooks and
folders, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, highlighters,
markers, colored pencils, scissors, hair ties,
comb and or hairbrush, lip balm, baby wipes,
and water bottle.

Fifteen more filled backpacks are needed by £
Friday September 4. Please drop them off [
on Zoe's porch (3321-32nd Ave So) or the J
church office. Thank you so much for
bringing joy to these moms starting the
school year!

SAVE THE DATE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7—LABOR DAY
The church office is closed. We'll talk to you tomorrow!

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9—BIKE RIDE WEDNESDAY

All are invited to join us for an evening bike ride. Meet at the
Church at 5:30 pm and ride for about 15 miles, including a stop
for a bite to eat, a beverage, or ice cream! Sign up in the Community
Room. (If it rains, we will meet on Friday, September 11.)

—
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN INFORMATION SESSION WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 9, 7:00 P.M.

As we prepare for our congregational vote on the Rooted in
Place, Open to All capital campaign, we invite you to join us
for an information session. This is an opportunity to learn
more about the proposal, hear about the discernment and
feasibility work that has led us to this point, ask questions,
and engage in thoughtful conversation.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

We at Holy Trinity believe that community is integral to faith,
which is why we invite interested persons to consider mem-
bership in this congregation. Over breakfast and coffee, those
interested in membership will have the opportunity to learn
more about one another and about Holy Trinity’s mission and
ministry. There are no prerequisites; all are welcome. We
already have a wonderful group forming! Please speak with
one of the pastors or sign up in the Community Room if you
intend to come.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, RENEWAL SUNDAY
e 8:30 a.m. Faith Formation and Kick-Off with Parent Meeting

e 9:00 a.m. Adult Forum Kicks Off in the Library
¢ 9:00 a.m. New Member Orientation

e 10:00 a.m. Renewal Worship

11:00 a.m. We invite everyone to join us for food, face
painting, and games on the front lawn immediately following
the 10:00 a.m. service. There will be a bounce house, food
from one of our neighboring Lake Street restaurants, and
more. It promises to be fabulous. All are welcome!

ADULT CHOIR KICKS OFF MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Adult Choir will kick off Monday, September 14, from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. The Adult Choir sings most Sundays throughout the
school year and sings a wide range of repertoire from ancient
chants to newly composed anthems. Their presence in worship
helps lead congregational singing and offers music that
complements themes for that day. Can’t make all the rehearsals
or Sundays? No problem; we don’t expect you to! Join us
when you are able and raise your voice with others who love
to sing. Sign up in the Community Room or contact Cantor
Phil if you are interested in singing!

YOUTH ENSEMBLES AND GLORIA RINGERS BEGIN
REHEARSALS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Children’s Choir (5:45-6:45 p.m.) is open to Kkids entering
kindergarten through 5t grade, rehearsing most weeks during
the school year and singing in worship every 4-5 weeks.
Children’s Choir rehearsals focus on basic music and singing
skills as well as the importance of being leaders during worship.
Jubilation (5:45-6:30 p.m.) is open to kids entering 6t through
12t grade who want to learn and play handbells. Jubilation
rehearses most weeks during the school year and plays in
worship 4-5 times per year. Gloria Ringers (6:30-8:00 p.m. is the
adult handbell ensemble and rehearses weekly during the
school year and plays in worship every 6-7 weeks. Cantate (6:45
-7:30 p.m.) is a choir open to kids entering 6t through 12t grade
and sings in worship every 6-7 weeks. Sign up on Realm, in the
Community Room, or send an email to Phil for vocal choir or Logan
for handbell ensembles. For more information on choral and
instrumental ensemble and solo opportunities, talk to Cantor Phil.



http://luthersem.zoom.us/j/124730048
http://luthersem.zoom.us/j/124730048
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87275043389?pwd=MWdMeVNCKzJCWEhFK0FIQTlKQTJ6QT09

PARISHINFORMATION

SAVE THE DATE CONTINUED

PROGRESSIVE DINNER OCTOBER 8

The response to our Summer Gatherings was so overwhelmingly
positive that the Church Council has decided to keep the meal
train rolling! Join us for two Progressive Meals on Thursday,
October 8—an evening of good food, conversation, and a
short walk or roll through the neighborhood. We’ll gather at
one home for appetizers, make our way to another for the
main course, and finish at a third for dessert. It’s a wonderful
way to spend time together, meet new people, and enjoy the
season together. Sign up in the Community Room.

OCTOBER 15-18 MEA WHITE EARTH RESERVATION TRIP
The Adult Education team is looking into an educational trip
to the White Earth Reservation over MEA weekend, October
15-18. We are working with the Rev. Dr. Mark Olson, pastor
and community developer working both with the ELCA and
the Episcopal Diocese of MN, who would facilitate the trip
and help us organize much of our time while there. This
would likely be a joint event with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
of Duluth. We still have considerable planning to do and will
share more details later, but it would be helpful to get a sense
of interest. We would likely share transportation up (perhaps
rental vans) and would stay at the Shooting Star Casino while we
are there. If you are interested, please indicate your interest by
filling out this form https://forms.gle/FC1cX6nFw3mTHaEb7
or signing up in the Community Room ASAP. Email Pastor
Doug (dmork@htlcmpls.org) with questions though more
information will be coming soon.

2026 SPECIAL APPEAL—SEMINARIAN SUPPORT FUND

Holy Trinity has long been committed to raising up leaders
for the church. Our Seminarian Support Fund provides
financial assistance to members of our congregation who
are preparing for ordained or rostered ministry. This year,
we are grateful to support two seminarians as they answer
God's call. Your gift helps reduce the burden of educational
expenses and invests in pastors, deacons, and church leaders
who will serve future generations. Please consider making a
gift to support this important ministry.

NOVEMBER—BOOK STUDY WITH PASTOR INGRID
Join Pastor Ingrid this November
for a book study of What Grows in IM] l li“f ':0” \\Jll(l]
Weary Lands. Together we'll explore \ \0 | } ’
this thoughtful and timely book, \“\ ( )
reflecting on resilience, justice, g l ]
community, and the ways hope [B& ‘\- Wi f’l
takes root even in difficult times. L

Grows in
Through engaging conversation and PR R\VEoTava ETaTe 1 (
shared learning, we’ll consider what [E s S =
it means to cultivate belonging and ;, Resilience
faithful action in our own lives °"
and neighborhood. Sign up in the
Community Room and receive a l( ‘ \
free copy of the book. The date and [ k
time of our in-person meeting will
be determined by the group.

THANK YOU!

Thanks to all who joined the All Congregational Picnic last Sunday
and to all who helped. It was a joyful summer day, lots of fun,
laughs, and community.

Great picnic! So happy to have so many people show up!

~ Zoe Martinez



https://forms.gle/FC1cX6nFw3mTHaEb7

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR SUNDAY, AuGcusT 30, 10:00 AM
Preacher DougMork (he/him)
Presiding Minister David Larson-Martinez (he/him)
Crucifer Noah Hines (he/him)
Cantor James Nysse (he/him)
Altar Guild Ginny Jordan (she/her), Mary Engen (she/her)
Assisting Ministers Abs Trewin (he/they)

Andrea Martin (she/her), Carol Masters (she/her),
David Broberg (he/him), Nicki Hines (she/her)

Chris Amundson (he/him), Julie Cahoy (she/her),
Tom Cahoy (he/him), Steve Murray (he/him)

Coffee Servers Ann White (she/her), Arlene Helvig (she/her)

Communion Servers

Ushers

Counters Chris Engen (he/him)
Video Operator Aaron Hanson (he/him), Amy Hanson (she/her)
Closer Roberta Shaw (she/her)

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL WRITERS NEEDED

We're once again creating an Advent devotional booklet featuring daily reflections written by Holy Trinity members and friends. If
you’d like to contribute, we invite you to write a 300- to 400-word reflection on the theme of newness. To participate, please sign
up in the Community Room. Reflections may be typed or handwritten and are due to the church office by November 1.

PARISH EVENTS AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 5, 2026

Sunday, August 30 10:00 AM | Worship Service of Holy Communion
11:00 AM | Preparedness Training

12:00 PM | Swahili Service

Monday, August 31 7:00 PM | Book Discussion with Kathy Ekwall

Tuesday, September 1 11:00 AM | Worship Readings Study
1:30 PM | Knitting Group

Wednesday, September 2 6:00 PM | Young Adult Monthly Social

LIVESTREAM LINKS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES ‘ ‘ l

A live-stream of the 10:00 a.m. Sunday service is available online at 9:55 a.m. B
You can access recordings of previous worship services here. S ’

. e



https://htlcmpls.org/watch/
https://htlcmpls.org/sermon-archives/

