Readings for May 17, 2026
Celebration of God’s Splendor
Isaiah 40:1-11

" Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
® Avoice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
®Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 Avoice says, “Cry out!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”
All flesh is grass;
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
’The grass withers; the flower fades,
[[when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers; the flower fades,]]
but the word of our God will stand forever.



®Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
19See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him
and his recompense before him.
""He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms
and carry them in his bosom
and gently lead the mother sheep.



Genesis 1—2:3

"When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ?the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. > Then God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. ®> God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

8 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” ’ So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. ® God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.

° And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. '° God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. "' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed init.” And it was so. > The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in
it. And God saw that it was good. '* And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

' And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night, and let them be for sighs and for seasons and for days and
years, "> and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. '®* God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. '’ God set them in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, " to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. " And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” ' So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with



which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. 2> God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 2 And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it
was so. 2° God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle
of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” ? God said, “See, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. %° And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the
air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath
of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. * God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

'Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On
the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. *So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had
done in creation.



Jeremiah 1:4-9

* Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,

°>“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
®Then | said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am only a
boy.” 7 But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘l am only a boy,

for you shall go to allto whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you.

8 Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you,

says the Lord.”
®Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to
me,

“Now | have put my words in your mouth.



