
 

 

Have you ever heard a whisper? 

“Hello!”  

Can you all whisper back to me?  

Whispers are quiet, gentle, almost like a secret. You have to 
lean in close to hear them. And I wonder if it’s possible for the 
heavens to whisper at Christmas? One silent night, far away, 
in a town called Bethlehem, the stars twinkled brighter than 
ever. And the angels were there, too. It was as if the whole 
sky was whispering: “Something wonderful is happening …”  

Let’s all look up at the ceiling like we’re looking at the stars. 
Can you twinkle your fingers like stars?  

Now let’s whisper together, “Something wonderful is happening …”  

The heavens weren’t shouting. They weren’t making a big 
noise. They were whispering, because whispers make us stop, 
listen and pay attention.  

And what was the whispering about? A baby.  A tiny baby 
lying in a manger.  

His name was Jesus.  

Can you pretend to rock a baby in your arms?  

The night Jesus was born, the shepherds heard the whisper in 
the sky when the angels sang. The Wise Men sensed the whisper 
in the star that guided them. And Mary and Joseph felt the 
whisper in their hearts: “This child is special. This child is 
God’s gift.”  

Sometimes we think God only speaks in loud voices or 
through big miracles. But Christmas reminds us that God often 
whispers. God whispers love and kindness and peace.  

Can you think of one kind thing you could whisper to someone 
this week?  

So, this Christmas, listen closely. The heavens are still whispering: 
“Jesus is here. God loves you. Share that love with the world.”  
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HOLY TRINITY GATHERS ON THE SACRED LAND OF THE DAKOTA PEOPLE 

THE 

First Sunday of 
Christmas 

Readings  

Readings/poems are  
included in the bulleting this week. 

(continued on next page) 

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY FOR WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M. 

 ADULT FORUM 
Holy Trinity Adult Forums feature in-person presentations 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday. The presentations are also 
available via Zoom (meeting ID:858 5687 1594; passcode:317879) 
for those unable to attend in person. 
 

DECEMBER 28   NO EDUCATION CLASSES  

We rejoice in God with us and enjoy rest. We will meet again 
on January 4, 2026.  

January 4 “Lake Street” 

  Pastor Doug 

Pastor Doug will facilitate a conversation about Lake Street 
recovery. Please come with your own thoughts and reflec-
tions about where we are and where we need go.  

~  Concerning People ~ 
We pray today for all those in need of God’s tender care, 
especially those who face illness, sorrow, or hard times. We 
pray especially for Wilson Murray; Dorothy Kelly; Kathy 
Ekwall’s friend, Mark Caffrey; Nikki Randolph-Martinez; 
Carol Kelly; Mary Petersen; Mary Petersen’s friends, 
Jean Ebrahimi and Lenny Garber;  Mary Heltsley; Tre 
Tellor’s mom Jill; Tina and Neela; Rick Lathrop; Karen 
Batdorf’s sister Marie; Mike Kelly; Josie Tober; Stella 
Townsend; Rosemary Foley, upon the death of her sister; 
Angel Blanco, in ICE detention.  

ADDITIONAL NOTES 
COMMITMENT CARDS FOR 2026 

We invite members and friends to consider making a financial 
commitment to the mission and ministry of Holy Trinity for 
2026. Your gifts will allow us to support our dedicated staff, offer 
our space for community use, sustain our commitment to neigh-
borhood recovery, and continue organizing for the wellbeing of 
all—especially in divisive times. You may pledge online or by 
filling out one of the pledge cards found in the Community Room. 

https://htlcmpls.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Bulletin-December-28-2025.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85856871594?pwd=MjErUEQrTnhpTlhFV3VOZ0dsc3d1Zz09


P A R I  S  H  I  N F  O R M A T I  O N  

CHRISTMAS EVE 

A full house and beautiful service on Christmas Eve. Enjoy some 
photos from the evening.  

THIS WEEK 
PASTOR DAVID PREPARES FOR SABBATICAL— 

DECEMBER 31, 2025-MARCH 25, 2026 

Sabbaticals are a benefit extended 
to all staff at Holy Trinity, and 
I am grateful for and looking 
forward to mine! For me this 
will be a time of leaning into 
rootedness, connecting with 
heart languages, and traveling to 
places where friends and family 
live. I am sure that this time 
away will allow me to return 
re-energized for all the faithful 
work we do in our community.  

During my time away, the committees I relate to will be able 
to call on one of the pastors for their needs. The Children and 
Family Committee, the Youth Committee, the AMMPARO/
Immigration Committee, and the Music in the Garden Committee 
will relate to Pastor Doug. The Nurturing Relationships Committee, 
the Caring for Creation Committee, and the Palestine/Israel 
Committee will relate to Pastor Ingrid.  

We have hired a new person for the Children, Youth, and 
Family Coordinator position. It is our hope that this new 
individual will be able to take on the roles of guiding Sunday 
School teachers, leading Confirmation, and helping during 
Wednesday evening gatherings. We will update the congregation 
with pertinent information in the coming days. 

Thank you for making sabbaticals a priority at Holy Trinity! 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY, 

DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 2 

We have very few days when our building partners are on break. 
We are closing to attend to the floors that receive over 200 
people each day and the more than 40 other spaces in the 
building that host our building partners, community groups, 
and organizations. See you on Monday, January 5! 

Let’s all whisper together: “Jesus is here.”  

Now say “God loves us” in a joyful voice!  

Amen.  

The Rev. Yehiel Curry 

 

 
Presiding Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 



P A R I  S  H  I  N F  O R M A T I  O N  

SAVE THE DATE 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5—ADULT CHOIR RESUMES 

Adult Choir (6:30-8:00 p.m.) will kick off their second half of 
the year Monday, January 5. The Adult Choir sings most 
Sundays throughout the school year and sings a wide range of 
repertoire from ancient chants to newly composed anthems. 
Their presence in worship helps lead congregational singing 
and offers music that complements themes for that day. Can’t 
make all the rehearsals or Sundays? No problem, we don’t 
expect you to! Join us when you are able and raise your voice 
with others who love to sing! Look for a sign up in the 
Community Room or contact Cantor Phil if you are interested 
in singing! 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6—KNITTING GROUP 

Knitters (and crocheters!) are invited to bring their knitting or 
crochet projects to Holy Trinity on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to join in for needlework 
and conversation. For more information, contact Liz Blood. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 — WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS, 
MUSIC, AND GYM TIME RETURN 

Beginning Wednesday, January 7, our full Wednesday evening 
rhythm resumes with community meals, youth and adult music 
ensembles, and open gym time. All are warmly invited! 

Wednesday Evening Meal 
Volunteers, supported by staff, will offer a community meal in 
the Lunchroom from 5:00–6:00 p.m. each Wednesday that 
ensembles are in session. This shared meal has become a 
meaningful time to build relationships, and everyone is welcome 
—whether or not you or your loved ones participate in music
-making. 

Music Ensembles (rehearse most weeks during the school year): 

• Children’s Choir (K–5th grade): 5:45–6:45 p.m. Focuses 
on basic music and singing skills and leadership in worship; 
sings every 4–5 weeks. 

• Jubilation Handbells (6th–12th grade): 5:45–6:30 p.m. Youth 
handbell ensemble; plays in worship 4–5 times per year. 

• Gloria Ringers (Adults): 6:00–7:30 p.m. Adult handbell 
ensemble; plays in worship every 6–7 weeks. 

• Cantate (6th–12th grade choir): 6:45–7:30 p.m. Sings in 
worship every 6–7 weeks. 

Sign up in the Community Room, or email Phil for vocal 
choirs or Logan for handbell ensembles. For more infor-
mation about choral, instrumental, or solo opportunities, talk 
with Cantor Phil. 

Open Gym Time 
Following rehearsals, open gym time with adult supervision 
will be available from 6:30–8:00 p.m. Parents and guardians 
are encouraged to have children participate in youth ensem-
bles—and to consider joining a bell choir themselves! 

Some parents choose to head to Arbeiter Brewing for fellowship 
(with beer and NA options) during the evening—feel free to join in. 

Come for the meal, stay for the music, enjoy the gym, and be 
part of this life-giving midweek community! 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7— YOUNG ADULT MONTHLY SOCIAL 

Young adults are invited to join the community meal on the first 
Wednesday of each month from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
church building. Following the meal, the group will walk to 
Arbeiter Brewing for fellowship and fun! For further information, 
please reach out to Dave Herrera for more information. 

SUGARCANE SHOWING SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 11:30 A.M.  

Please join us in the Bartsch Room on Sunday, January 18, at 
11:30 a.m. for a showing of the award-winning debut feature 
documentary from Julian Brave NoiseCat and Emily Kassie. 
Sugarcane is a groundbreaking investigation into an Indian 
residential school. More information to follow. Sign up in the 
Community Room. 

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 11:00 A.M. 

Following the 10:00 a.m. service, all are invited to the gym for 
a free meal and the annual congregational meeting, as we 
celebrate the 122nd year of God’s ministry through Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. We will review committee goals, elect new 
council members, and approve the 2026 budget. The annual 
meeting is also an opportunity for us to check on our progress 
made toward congregational goals. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

We are holding the annual pancake breakfast from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. this day. Confirmation students and their families 
will host the event. This will be a fundraiser for youth 
service/learning/fun trips. Tickets are $10 and will be on sale 
at the Annual Meeting, as well as at the door on the day of the 
event. Please consider volunteering! 

FAMILY RETREAT AT HUDSON YMCA IN HUDSON, WISCONSIN, 
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13-15 

Join us for a weekend of rest, renewal, and family-friendly fun 
with church members of all ages!  

Sign up in the Community Room by January 28. The cost is 
$50 per person, but there are scholarships available! Simply 
chat with Pr. Doug. You will be expected to drive yourselves, 
but carpooling can be arranged! 

SILENT RETREAT WITH PASTOR INGRID AT PACEM IN 
TERRIS THURSDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 14-16 
(REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 14) 

Cost: $280 (includes a basket of breads, cheese, and goodies 
to eat in your hermitage) 

Silent retreats—extended periods of quiet, prayer, and 
reflection—are growing rapidly across the U.S. as people seek 
relief from constant connectivity and the pressures of daily 
life. In response to this deep spiritual hunger, we have 
reserved ten hermitages at Pacem in Terris, a serene retreat 
center located one hour north of Holy Trinity. Pacem in Terris 
is designed for those longing to rest, listen, and simply be. 
Participants will experience gentle structure for prayer,  
sitting or walking meditation, journaling, and unhurried rest. 
Free from small talk, eye contact, and digital interruption, 
retreatants often discover moments of unexpected grace. We 
have 8 rustic outdoor hermitages and 2 indoor accessible 
hermitages available. To participate, participants need to arrive 
by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 14. Space is limited. Come rest in 
the quiet and renew your spirit. Sign up in the Community Room. 



Parish Events December 28, 2025 -January 2,  2026  

Sunday, December 28 
 
 

Tuesday, December 30 
 

Wednesday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve 

 
Thursday, January 1 

New Year’s Day 
 

Friday, January 2 

10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 

 
8:30 AM-4:00 PM 

 
 

Worship Service of Holy Communion 
Swahili Service  
 
Final Day to Drop Off Year-End Gifts 
 
Building Closed 
 
 
Building Closed 
 
 
Building Closed 

LIVESTREAM LINKS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES 

Presiding Minister David Larson-Martínez (he/him)  

Cantor Jody Liedholm (she/her)  

Altar Guild Roberta Shaw (she/her), Vicki Bergman (she/her) 

Crucifer Tre Tellor (he/they) 

Assisting Minister Rick Liedholm (he/him)  

Communion Dennis O’Brien (he/him), John Buzza (he/him), Zoe Martinez (she/her)  

Ushers 
Alan Libra (he/him), Chris Amundson (he/him), 

David Rediger (he/him), Bob Peschiutta (he/him)  

Coffee Servers Joy Nelson (she/her), Arlene Helvig (she/her)  

Counters Julie Cahoy (she/her) 

Closer Bob Hulteen (he/him) 

Video Operator Bob Hulteen (he/him) 

Worship Participants for Sunday, December 21,  10:00 AM  

MAKE YOUR YEAR-END GIFTS 

We invite you to make your final contributions for the current fiscal year at this time. Please note: the office will be closed on 
December 31. If you are dropping off a donation for 2025, it needs to be received on or before Tuesday, December 30. Thank 
you for all you share with Holy Trinity! 

https://htlcmpls.org/watch/
https://htlcmpls.org/sermon-archives/

