Readings for November 16, 2025
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading

An excerpt from The Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural
World by Robin Wall Kimmerer

“Know the ways of the ones who take care of you, so that you can take care of
them. Introduce yourself. Be accountable as the one who comes asking for a
life. Ask permission before taking. Abide by the answer. Never take the first
one. Never take the last. Take only what you need. Take only that which is
given. Never take more than half. Leave some for others. Harvest in a way that
minimizes harm. Use it respectfully. Never waste what you have taken. Share.
Give thanks for what you have been given. Give a gift in reciprocity for what
you have taken. Sustain the ones who sustain you and the Earth will last

forever.”



Psalm 148

" Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
2 Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you highest heavens
and you waters above the heavens!

°Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created.
8 He established them forever and ever;
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

’ Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps,
8fire and hail, snow and frost,

stormy wind fulfilling his command!

®Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
O\Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!

" Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
2Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

3 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted,;
his glory is above earth and heaven.
“He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!



Second Reading

Philippians 4:4-8

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. ’ And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things.



Gospel Reading
Luke 6:31-38

%1 Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32 «If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. *3If you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. % If you lend to
those from whom you expect to receive payment, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *° Instead, love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. *® Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; *® give, and it will be given
to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap, for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”



