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WELCOME TO ALL 

 

Holy Trinity gathers on the Sacred land of the Dakota Homeland. 
  

The people of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church wish to extend a special welcome to all visitors! 

 Please leave your name and phone number on the visitor card found in the pew. 
  

We are committed to the inclusion of all people, with no exception. Therefore, we practice open 

communion, welcoming all to the table to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
  

Children are full participants in this congregation’s worship, educational, and community life! The 

Mary Martha Room is a quiet space for infants needing to nurse or to nap. For active toddlers, the 

Community Room has a Children's Corner with books and a table at which to play. Our ushers are ready 

to assist you in finding the place that best fits your family’s needs. 
  

Accessible and all-gender restrooms are located in the basement. 

Single-use, all-gender restrooms are located on the 1st floor. 
  

For over forty years, this congregation has advocated for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA+) Lutherans in all aspects of 

the church and the community. We invite all people into lives of authenticity, integrity, and wholeness. 
  

Hearing assist devices and large-print bulletins are available. Ask an usher if you are interested. 
  

Our services are livestreamed on Vimeo and Facebook every week. The live shot includes the main floor 

of the sanctuary. Our members who watch from home love to see their friends at church! If for privacy 

reasons you prefer not to be on camera, the balcony is outside of the camera’s range. 
  

If you are seeking pastoral care, please speak to a pastor today. 

  
 

+invites the congregation to stand 

 

 

GATHER 
 

PRELUDE  Partita on ‘Creator of the Stars of Night’ David Cherwien 

  



3 

+GATHERING HYMN Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  
 

Please stand and face the cross at the rear of the sanctuary. 
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+GREETING 
 

The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war into implements 

of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin 

is far gone and that your day of salvation is dawning. 
 

As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us in your light, 

empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace. 
 

O house of Jacob, come! Amen. 

 

+KYRIE The Canaanite Woman’s Song 
  

 
 

Let us kneel before God, praying: Show me mercy! Show me mercy! 
 

We shout for justice! Show me mercy! Show me mercy! 

We beg for healing! Show me mercy! Show me mercy! 

We cry for your help! Show me mercy! Show me mercy! 

We demand your presence! Show me mercy! Show me mercy! 
 

Let us rise together. 
 

Jesus says: Great is your faith! 

Let it be to you as you desire. 

You are already made whole. 

You are already made whole. (Matthew 15:21-28) 
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+CANTICLE OF PRAISE Mary’s Song  
 

 
 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Unexpected God, your advent alarms us. Wake us from drowsy worship, from the sleep that 

neglects love, and the sedative of misdirected frenzy. Awaken us now to your coming, and 

bend our angers into your peace. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

WELCOME 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5  
 

Here ends the reading. Blessed are they who seek wisdom;  

who treasure her ways and follow her paths. 

 

PSALM 122  Hal H. Hopson 
 

Refrain (First time: cantor, then all) 
 

 
 

With joy I heard my friends exclaim: “Come, let us in God’s temple meet;”  

Within your gates, O Zion, bless Shall ever stand our willing feet.  

Come, let us go to the house of the LORD. Refrain 
 

How beautiful does Zion stand, A city built compact and fair;  

The people of the Lord unite with joy and praise to worship there.  

Come, let us go to the house of the LORD. Refrain 
 

The come to learn the will of God, to pay their vows God’s grace to own, 

For there is judgment’s royal seat, Messiah’s sure and lasting throne. 

Come, let us go to the house of the LORD. Refrain 
 

For Zion’s peace let prayers be made; may all that love you prosper well! 

Within your walls let peace abide, and gladness with your children dwell. 

Come, let us go to the house of the LORD. Refrain 
 

For love of friends and kindred dear, my heart’s desire is Zion’s peace,  

And for the house of God, the LORD, my loving care shall never cease.  

Come, let us go to the house of the LORD. Refrain 

 

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14  
 

Here ends the reading. Blessed are they who seek wisdom;  

who treasure her ways and follow her paths. 
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+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia  

 
 

+GOSPEL READING Matthew 24:36-44  
 

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, Word of life! 

 

SERMON 

 

+HYMN OF THE DAY  When Our Song Says Peace 
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+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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+INTERCESSIONS  Sundays and Seasons 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God’s creation. 

(silence) 
 

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay 

leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your 

paths. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for 

forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate 

and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to 

sow peace. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who 

are ill or despairing, especially Mary Petersen’s friend, Lenny Garber; Nikki Randolph-

Martinez; Mary Petersen; Mary Heltsley; Tre Tellor’s mom Jill; Tina and Neela; Tracey 

Baubie’s mom ShaRon; Rick Lathrop; Karen Batdorf’s sister Marie; Mike Kelly; Josie Tober; 

and those we hold in our hearts or speak with our voices now (the congregation may name loved 

ones in need of God’s care). Surround all with care and consolation, especially Theresa Duty 

and her family, at the death of her sister Carol Kile. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships 

fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors 

in their care for others. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

You are invited to offer spoken petitions. 

At the conclusion of your petition, please close with “God of grace,” 

to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 
 

Receive our prayers and hopes, God of mercy and justice, as we pray in the name of Jesus the 

Christ. Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

+PEACE  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 

And also with you! 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

 

OFFERING  Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing arr. J. S. Bach 

 Adult Choir 
 

Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing, 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom; 
 

For her Lord comes down all glorious,  

The strong in grace, in truth victorious, 

Her Star is risen, her Light is come. 
 

“Now come, Thou Blessed One,  

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 

Hail! Hosanna! The joyful call we answer all 

And follow to the nuptial hall.” 
 

Now let all the heavens adore Thee, let all with angels sing before Thee, 

With harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 
 

Of one pearl each shining portal, where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 

We gather round Thy radiant throne.  

 

___________ 
 

Baskets will be passed in the sanctuary. If you prefer to donate to the mission and ministry  

using Venmo or card, the QR codes can be found on the back page of the bulletin. 
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+OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace  
 

Communion servers are invited to come forward at this time. 

 
 

+OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 

meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 

kingdom come. 

Amen. 
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+GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 

 

And now we give you thanks for all we have received through the life, death, and 

resurrection of our savior Jesus Christ. In Christ you became incarnate in a human body.  

By your flesh we are freed from sin, death, and all that holds us captive. You have been 

revealed to us as one who breathes, and you breathe into us new life. Therefore with all 

heaven and earth, we shout with joy: 
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+SANCTUS  
 

 
 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which Jesus was betrayed.... Do this for the remembrance of me. Groaning in 

expectation with all of creation, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again 
  

Breath of God, in this bread and cup you bring new life to your church. 

Breathe on us, that we may live!   
  

May your Spirit intercede for us with sighs too deep for words, so that we might be made 

one body in Christ. 

Breathe on us, that we may live! 
 

Revive our faith, infuse us with your peace, and reveal to us your justice, so that we might 

witness to the resurrection in all that we say and in all that we do. 

Breathe on us, that we may live!   
 

All thanks and praise to you, O God, Holy One and Holy Three. Amen! 
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+LORD’S PRAYER  
 

We pray together, 
 

Our Creator, Our Mother, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+GRACE UPON GRACE 
 

 
 

The Word made flesh dwells among us, full of grace and truth. Refrain. 

Behold our Savior who frees us from the sin of the world. Refrain.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION 
 

All are welcome at the table. This is Christ’s table where no one is a stranger.  
 

For those worshiping at home, hear these words spoken for you: The body of Christ given for 

you. The blood of Christ shed for you.  
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  
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Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request to the server. 
 

An usher will direct you down the center aisle, where you can pick up a communion cup.  

You are invited to stand or kneel in front of the table, beginning from the middle and moving  

toward the outside. After you have received the bread and the wine, please return to your seat 

 by way of the side aisle, where an usher will receive your communion cup. 
 

If you wish to receive communion from your pew, please let an usher know. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Creator of the Stars of Night 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Come, Now, O God 
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+BLESSING 
 

May the deep breath of God revive you with joy, infuse you with peace, and fill you with hope.  

 Amen. 

 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 

share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

+SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  
 

Children and youth are invited to join the worship leaders as they recess 

and gather at the rear of the sanctuary to share the dismissal. 
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+BENEDICTION 
 

May God who comes among us, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Spirit, grant you patience in 

waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 

 

+DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace! Love your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE Toccata on ‘Creator of the Stars of Night’ David Cherwien 

  

 

You are invited to the Community Room 

(located at the rear of the worship area) for a time of conversation and refreshments.  

 

 

Psalm 122: Refrain text: Hal H. Hopson, and © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers 

Music: SUSSEX CAROL, a traditional English carol; setting Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers 

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope. Music: OSOSO, Geonyong Lee 

Text and music © Geonyong Lee 

“When Our Song Says Peace” Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953. Music: JENKINS, Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962 

Text © 1997 Selah Publishing Co. Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress 

“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” Text: Carles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799 

“Creator of the Stars of Night” Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. ‘Hynal’ 1940, alt.  

Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, plainsong mode IV. Text (C0 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Inc. 

“Come, Now, O God” Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984. Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune 

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FÄRDIG, Swedish folk tune 
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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2730 East 31st Street, Minneapolis, MN  55406 

612-729-8358   ✠   htlcmpls.org 
 

LITURGY SETTING TODAY: SIGHS TOO DEEP 
 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 

Preacher Doug Mork (he/him) 

Presiding Minister David Larson-Martínez (he/him) 

Bulletin Cover Art Marcia Floding (she/her) 

Crucifer  

Cantor Andrea Hansen (she/her) 

Communion 
Carol Berg (she/her), Dennis O’Brien (he/him),  

Melanie Townsend (she/her) 

Assisting Minister Karen Batdorf (she/her) 

Ushers 
Alan Libra (he/him), David Rediger (he/him), 

DeWayne Townsend IV (he/him) 

Altar Guild Roberta Shaw (she/her), Vicki Bergman (she/her) 

Coffee Servers  

Video Operator Bob Hulteen (he/him) 

Counters John Sulzbach (he/him) 

Closer Bob Hulteen (he/him) 
Copyright permission is granted under annual copyright license A-704054 with OneLicense, Chicago IL. 

 

STAFF 

Ingrid Rasmussen (she/her), Lead Pastor 

David Larson-Martínez (he/him), Associate Pastor 

Doug Mork (he/him), Part-time Associate Pastor 

Kathy Ekwall (she/her), Communications & 

Congregational Coordinator 

Nolan Gusdal (he/him), Building Maintenance 

Phil Radtke (he/him), Cantor 

Kaia Ellis (she/her), Financial Administrator 

 

 

 

 

STAFF, CONTINUED 

Sue Roberts (she/her), Publications Coordinator 

Edgar Alvarez (he/him), Custodian 

Dana Simms (he/him), Custodian 

Logan Olson (he/him), Handbell Director 

Andrew Winfield (he/him), Accompanist 
 

LEADERSHIP 

Anne Beschnett (she/her), Council President 

Sandra Hisakuni (she/her), Council Vice President 

James Nysse (he/him), Council Secretary 

George Henry (he/him), Council Treasurer
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C  O  M  M  U  N  I  T  Y      I  N  F  O  R  M  A  T  I  O  N 
 

TODAY–HELP MAKE CARE PACKAGES! 

Adult Forum and Faith Formation | 9:00–9:50 a.m. 

Join us in the Community Room for a fun intergenerational event as we pack care packages for Holy 

Trinity’s college students across the country. Each package will include noodles, sweets, protein, 

pens, and Kleenex—small comforts to remind our students that their church community is thinking 

of them. This joyful gathering will take the place of both the Adult Forum and Children, Youth, 

and Family education today. All ages are welcome to come share in the fun, connect with others, 

and enjoy a warm start to the Advent season! 
 

JOIN PASTOR INGRID ON A BUILDING TOUR TODAY FROM 11:15-11:45 A.M. 

Pastor Ingrid will host a building tour for members today following worship. She will meet people in 

the library. In an age of disruption, Ingrid would like to review building protocols with all members.  
 

ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS AND EVENING PRAYER SERVICES BEGIN THIS WEEK 

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 3, 10, 17 

God has chosen to make a home among us. In our joys and sorrows, in our longing for healing and 

justice, in our gathering for worship, God promises to embrace us in love. Please join us on 

Wednesday evenings during Advent for the following opportunities: 

● All are invited to partake in the Advent soup and mac & cheese suppers on Wednesdays from 

6:00-6:50 p.m. in the Community Room. Free-will donations are accepted. Our meals are an 

opportunity for us to build beloved community. 

● The community then gathers at 7:00 p.m. for the Service of Holden Evening Prayer in the 

candlelit Sanctuary, where we sing and hear God’s story read aloud. As a part of our Evening 

Prayer service, each week we will hear a church member or community member share a story 

from their own life on the theme of “Prophesies, Visions, and Dreams.” People of all ages are 

invited to worship, though we honor that some of our youngest members may need to head 

home after soup. 

● Children’s Choir and Cantate will rehearse together from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.; Jubilation Ringers 

will rehearse from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.; and Gloria Ringers will rehearse from 6:00 to 6:55 p.m.  
 

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 

We are creating a young adults group for Holy Trinity. A space where we can explore who we are, 

share a meal, a story, and perhaps unwanted wisdom our mom told us in that one phone call last 

week. We will convene on the first Wednesday of every month at 6:00 p.m., sharing a meal at our 

church. This will be followed by a shared drink at our west campus (Arbeiter Brewery). 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT 

We are looking for volunteers to help with Advent Evening Soup Suppers (December 3, 10, and 

17). For each meal, we especially need volunteers to set up and clean up each of these evenings. 

Sign up in the Community Room. 
 

GAME NIGHT SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

An evening of games, pizza, and connecting in community, join the Racial Justice Committee and 

Mother Saint James AME on Saturday, December 6, from 5:30-7:30 in the Holy Trinity Library. 

Bring a game or two you would like to play and an openness to try a new game with new people!  
 

MAKERS AND BAKERS ADVENT BAZAAR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 8:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M. 

Shop the Makers and Bakers Advent Bazaar on Sunday, December 7, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

All proceeds benefit Holy Trinity youth.  
 

INVITATION FROM PASTOR DOUG 

I would like to invite you to consider joining me in leading Holy Trinity’s participation in a 

statewide (and national) faith-based effort to resist authoritarianism. Powerfully led by ISAIAH, a 

state-wide organization of faith communities, this effort aims to organize tens of thousands of 

people of faith across Minnesota onto a path of resistance that will include a major march on the 

afternoon of Palm Sunday and a national mobilization to Washington, DC on the 4th of July.  
  

Join me for A Light in the Storm: Agenda Launch and Anti-Authoritarianism Strategy Training from 

1:00-6:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 13, at the Minneapolis Convention Center. This event will 

include thousands of people of faith from across the state and will set the path for the next year. I 

would love to have at least 5 members from Holy Trinity with me for that day, though I know it 

is a big ask in a busy season. Thanks for considering this invitation! 
 

COMMITMENT CARDS FOR 2026 

We invite members and friends to consider making a financial commitment to the mission and 

ministry of Holy Trinity for 2026. Your gifts will allow us to support our dedicated staff, offer our 

space for community use, sustain our commitment to neighborhood recovery, and continue 

organizing for the wellbeing of all—especially in divisive times. You may pledge online or by 

filling out one of the pledge cards found in the Community Room. 
 

MAKE YOUR YEAR-END GIFTS 

We invite you to plan for and make your final contributions for the current fiscal year at this time. 

Please allow for additional processing time with consideration to the holiday season if you are 

anticipating requesting funds from retirement accounts. This will give us all adequate time to 

deposit and post gifts before the close of the tax year and get year-end statements out to you in a 

timely manner. Thank you so much for all you share with Holy Trinity!  
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C  H  U  R  C  H      S  C  H  E  D  U  L  E 
 

Monday, December 1 6:30-8:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, December 2 11:00 AM 

1:30 PM 

Worship Readings Discussion 

Knitting Group 

Wednesday, December 3 5:45-6:30 PM 

5:30-6:00 PM 

6:00-6:50 PM 

6:00 PM 

6:00-6:55 PM 

7:00 PM 

Children’s Choir & Cantate Rehearsal 

Jubilation Youth Bell Ensemble 

Advent Soup Supper 

Young Adults Group (Meet for Soup) 

Gloria Ringers Rehearsal 

Advent Evening Prayer Service 

Thursday, December 4    6:45 PM 

7:00 PM 

Big Meeting Night 

Christ Be Our Light: Chanting the Psalms 

Saturday, December 6 5:30-7:30 PM Game Night with St. James AME 

Sunday, December 7 8:30 AM-12:30 PM 

8:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

12:00 PM 

Makers and Bakers Advent Bazaar 

Family Coffee Hour 

Adult Forum 

Youth Education 

Worship Service of Holy Communion 

Swahili Service 
 

ADULT FORUM 
9:00 a.m. each Sunday in the Library  
 

TODAY  Intergenerational Event/Packing Care Packages for College Students 

Join us in the Community Room for a fun intergenerational event as we pack care packages for Holy 

Trinity’s college students across the country. Each package will include noodles, sweets, protein, 

pens, and Kleenex—small comforts to remind our students that their church community is thinking 

of them. 

 

December 7 NO ADULT FORUM 

You’re invited to shop the Makers and Bakers Advent Bazaar youth fundraiser before, during, or 

after the adult forum hour. 
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D  O  N  A  T  E 
 

We are grateful for your donations that allow us to build community in this corner of 

Minneapolis and beyond!  

 

 
 
 


