
READINGS FOR JUNE 23, 2024, FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

FIRST READING: 1 Chronicles 11:15-19, 21:17-26 
15Three of the thirty chiefs went down to the rock to David at the cave of Adullam, 

while the army of Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. 16David was 

then in the stronghold; and the garrison of the Philistines was then at 

Bethlehem. 17David said longingly, “O that someone would give me water to drink 

from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!” 18Then the Three broke through 

the camp of the Philistines, and drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was 

by the gate, and they brought it to David. But David would not drink of it; he 

poured it out to the LORD, 19and said, “My God forbid that I should do this. Can I 

drink the blood of these men? For at the risk of their lives they brought it.” 

Therefore he would not drink it. The three warriors did these things. 
17And David said to God, “Was it not I who gave the command to count the 

people? It is I who have sinned and done very wickedly. But these sheep, what 

have they done? Let your hand, I pray, O LORD my God, be against me and against 

my father's house; but do not let your people be plagued!” 
18Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to tell David that he should go up 

and erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19So 

David went up following Gad's instructions, which he had spoken in the name of 

the LORD. 20Ornan turned and saw the angel; and while his four sons who were 

with him hid themselves, Ornan continued to thresh wheat. 21As David came to 

Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David; he went out from the threshing floor, and 

did obeisance to David with his face to the ground. 22David said to Ornan, “Give 

me the site of the threshing floor that I may build on it an altar to the LORD — 

give it to me at its full price — so that the plague may be averted from the 

people.” 23Then Ornan said to David, “Take it; and let my lord the king do what 

seems good to him; see, I present the oxen for burnt offerings, and the threshing 

sledges for the wood, and the wheat for a grain offering. I give it all.” 24But King 

David said to Ornan, “No; I will buy them for the full price. I will not take for the 

LORD what is yours, nor offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” 25So David 

paid Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the site. 26David built there 

an altar to the LORD and presented burnt offerings and offerings of well-being. He 

called upon the LORD, and he answered him with fire from heaven on the altar of 

burnt offering.  



PSALM 133 
 1How very good and pleasant it is 

 when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like the precious oil on the head, 

 running down upon the beard, 

 on the beard of Aaron, 

 running down over the collar of his robes. 

 3It is like the dew of Hermon, 

 which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

 For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

 life forevermore. 

 

  



SECOND READING 

Philippians 2:5-11  

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

 did not regard equality with God 

 as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

 taking the form of a slave, 

 being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

 8he humbled himself 

 and became obedient to the point of death — 

 even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

 and gave him the name 

 that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  



GOSPEL READING 

Matthew 7:24-29 
24"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a 

wise man who built his house on rock. 25The rain fell, the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 

founded on rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 

act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain 

fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 

it fell — and great was its fall!" 
28Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were 

astounded at his teaching, 29for he taught them as one having authority, and 

not as their scribes. 


