
Readings for Sunday, August 27, 2023 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading 

Isaiah 42:1-7 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

 until he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5Thus says God, the LORD, 

 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

 and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

 I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

 a light to the nations, 

 7to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

  



Psalm 40:1-5 

 1I waited patiently for the LORD; 

 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

 2He drew me up from the desolate pit, 

 out of the miry bog, 

 and set my feet upon a rock, 

 making my steps secure. 

 3He put a new song in my mouth, 

 a song of praise to our God. 

 Many will see and fear, 

 and put their trust in the LORD. 

 4Happy are those who make 

 the LORD their trust, 

 who do not turn to the proud, 

 to those who go astray after false gods. 

 5You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 

 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

 none can compare with you. 

 Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 

 they would be more than can be counted. 

  



Second Reading 

Philippians 4:4-8 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

  



Gospel 

Matthew 3:13-17 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, "I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15But Jesus 

answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 

to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 16And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 

the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 

heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased." 


