EIGHTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023

HoLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
MINNEAPOLIS



WELCOME TO ALL

The people of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church wish to extend a special welcome to all visitors!
Please leave your name and phone number on the visitor card found in the pew.

We are committed to the inclusion of all people, with no exception. Therefore, we practice open
communion, welcoming all to the table to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.

Children are full participants in this congregation’s worship, educational, and community life! The
Mary Martha Room is a quiet space for infants needing to nurse or to nap. For active toddlers, the
Community Room has a Children's Corner with books and a table at which to play. Our ushers are ready
to assist you in finding the place that best fits your family’s needs.

Accessible and all-gender restrooms are located in the nursery on the 2" floor and in the basement.
Single-use, all gender restrooms are located on the 1+ floor.

For over forty years, this congregation has advocated for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA+) Lutherans in all aspects of
the church and the community. We invite all people into lives of authenticity, integrity, and wholeness.

Hearing assist devices and large-print bulletins are available. Ask an usher if you are interested.

Our services are livestreamed on Vimeo and Facebook every week. The live shot includes the main floor
of the sanctuary. Our members who watch from home love to see their friends at church! If for privacy
reasons you prefer not to be on camera, the balcony is outside of the camera’s range.

We continue to monitor case counts, vaccination rates, and updated research on COVID-19 to inform our
precautions and are especially aware of changing patterns with regards to new variants. We are deeply
grateful for this community’s care for and attentiveness to one another, especially for the vulnerable in our
midst. The most important thing you can do to care for the community is stay home if you feel any
symptoms, regardless of vaccination status. If you need help finding a vaccine, speak to a pastor today.

If you are seeking pastoral care, please speak to a pastor today.



A CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF POETRY AND HYMNODY

PRELUDE In Dulci Jubilo Marcel Dupré
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Please stand and face the cross at the rear of the sanctuary.
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+GREETING

The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

Please be seated.

WELCOME

READINGS AND HYMNS

A reading from the gospel of John, chapter one: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.



POEM In the Beginning Dylan Thomas

In the beginning was the three-pointed star,
One smile of light across the empty face,
One bough of bone across the rooting air,
The substance forked that marrowed the first sun,
And, burning ciphers on the round of space,
Heaven and hell mixed as they spun.

In the beginning was the pale signature,
Three-syllabled and starry as the smile,

And after came the imprints on the water,
Stamp of the minted face upon the moon;
The blood that touched the crosstree and the grail
Touched the first cloud and left a sign.

In the beginning was the mounting fire
That set alight the weathers from a spark,

A three-eyed, red-eyed spark, blunt as a flower,
Life rose and spouted from the rolling seas,
Burst in the roots, pumped from the earth and rock
The secret oils that drive the grass.

In the beginning was the word, the word
That from the solid bases of the light
Abstracted all the letters of the void;

And from the cloudy bases of the breath

The word flowed up, translating to the heart
First characters of birth and death.

In the beginning was the secret brain.

The brain was celled and soldered in the thought
Before the pitch was forking to a sun;
Before the veins were shaking in their sieve,
Blood shot and scattered to the winds of light
The ribbed original of love.
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A reading from the gospel of John: 3What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

POEM Christmas Carol Paul Laurence Dunbar

Ring out, ye bells!
All Nature swells
With gladness at the wondrous story, —
The world was lorn,
But Christ is born
To change our sadness into glory.

Sing, earthlings, sing!
To-night a King
Hath come from heaven's high throne to bless us.
The outstretched hand
O'er all the land
Is raised in pity to caress us.

Come at his call;
Be joyful all;
Away with mourning and with sadness!
The heavenly choir
With holy fire
Their voices raise in songs of gladness.

The darkness breaks
And Dawn awakes,
Her cheeks suffused with youthful blushes.
The rocks and stones
In holy tones
Are singing sweeter than the thrushes.
Then why should we

In silence be,

When Nature lends her voice to praises;
When heaven and earth
Proclaim the truth
Of Him for whom that lone star blazes?

No, be not still,
But with a will
Strike all your harps and set them ringing;
On hill and heath
Let every breath
Throw all its power into singing!



HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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A reading from the gospel of John: ¢ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. #He himself

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

PoEM St. John'’s Eve

Midsummer night, and bonfires on the hill
Burn for the man who makes way for the Light:
“He must increase and I diminish still,
Until his sun illuminates my night.’

So John the Baptist pioneers our path,
Unfolds the essence of the life of prayer,
Unlatches the last doorway into faith,
And makes one inner space an everywhere.
Least of the new and greatest of the old,
Orpheus on the threshold with his lyre,

He sets himself aside, and cries “Behold
The One who stands amongst you comes with fire!”
So keep his fires burning through this night,
Beacons and gateways for the child of light.

Malcolm Guite



HYMN

Lo, How a Rose Is Blooming
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A reading from the gospel of John: °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. °’He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. ""He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.

POEM All of the Branches Thomas Merton

All of the branches
none of the roots.
All of the words
freedom branches.
All of the words
happiness branches.
All of the words
equality branches.
None of the roots.
All of the branches
None of the roots.
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What Child Is This?
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A reading from the gospel of John: 2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

POEM On How to Be a Manger Barbara S. Germiat
Be empty
Be sturdy
Be soft inside
Be still
Be ready
HYMN Away in a Manger
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A reading from the gospel of John: *And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

POEM Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem Maya Angelou

Thunder rumbles in the mountain passes
And lightning rattles the eaves of our houses.
Flood waters await us in our avenues.

Snow falls upon snow, falls upon snow to avalanche
Over unprotected villages.
The sky slips low and grey and threatening.

We question ourselves.
What have we done to so affront nature?
We worry God.
Are you there? Are you there really?
Does the covenant you made with us still hold?

Into this climate of fear and apprehension, Christmas enters,
Streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope
And singing carols of forgiveness high up in the bright air.
The world is encouraged to come away from rancor,
Come the way of friendship.

It is the Glad Season.
Thunder ebbs to silence and lightning sleeps quietly in the corner.
Flood waters recede into memory.
Snow becomes a yielding cushion to aid us
As we make our way to higher ground.

Hope is born again in the faces of children
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they walk into their sunsets.
Hope spreads around the earth. Brightening all things,
Even hate which crouches breeding in dark corridors.

In our joy, we think we hear a whisper.
At first it is too soft. Then only half heard.
We listen carefully as it gathers strength.
We hear a sweetness.

The word is Peace.

It is loud now. It is louder.
Louder than the explosion of bombs.



We tremble at the sound. We are thrilled by its presence.
It is what we have hungered for.

Not just the absence of war. But, true Peace.
A harmony of spirit, a comfort of courtesies.
Security for our beloveds and their beloveds.

We clap hands and welcome the Peace of Christmas.

We beckon this good season to wait a while with us.

We, Baptist and Buddhist, Methodist and Muslim, say come.
Peace.

Come and fill us and our world with your majesty.
We, the Jew and the Jainist, the Catholic and the Confucian,
Implore you, to stay a while with us.

So we may learn by your shimmering light
How to look beyond complexion and see community.

It is Christmas time, a halting of hate time.

On this platform of peace, we can create a language
To translate ourselves to ourselves and to each other.

At this Holy Instant, we celebrate the Birth of Jesus Christ
Into the great religions of the world.
We jubilate the precious advent of trust.
We shout with glorious tongues at the coming of hope.
All the earth's tribes loosen their voices
To celebrate the promise of Peace.

We, Angels and Mortal's, Believers and Non-Believers,
Look heavenward and speak the word aloud.
Peace. We look at our world and speak the word aloud.
Peace. We look at each other, then into ourselves
And we say without shyness or apology or hesitation.

Peace, My Brother.
Peace, My Sister.
Peace, My Soul.



HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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+INTERCESSIONS

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

(silence)

Holy God, you have given the church the holy name of Jesus, and in him we are your beloved
children. Unite us in mission through the power of his Spirit. Make us worthy of the name we
bear, the name in which we pray. God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

Renewing God, restore your glory to the earth. Awaken humanity to our kinship with all living
things that depend on your provision. Teach us to care for the earth and safeguard its treasures
for those who come after us. God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

Delivering God, rescue our siblings in any danger, especially in communities where disaster

and disease threaten. Move those in authority to respond with speed and compassion. We pray

for the safety of first responders, health care workers, and all who protect us. God of grace,
Hear our prayer.



Healing God, raise up any who are bowed down with illness or sorrow. Deepen our care and
concern for one another. We lift to you all who are undergoing transition in relationships,
occupation, living situation, or health condition, especially Pastor Angela; Cliff Brown; Jack
Hanson; Lois Eid’s friends, Ras and Marian Erdahl; Dorothy Kelly; Deacon David’s mother,
Margarita; Mary Petersen’s friends, Marianne and Dolores; Cori Gershon; Marcea Mariani;
DeWayne Townsend III; Marlene Peterson; Mary Heltsley; Mark Symchych; Lee Kampinen;
Pastor Ingrid’s father, Kevin; and Pam Wetterlund's friend, Kelly, and her family, upon the
sudden death of Kelly’s brother, Tom. and all those we name now either silently or aloud (the
congregation may name loved ones). God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

You are invited to offer spoken petitions.
At the conclusion of your petition, please close with “God of grace,”
to which the congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.”

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom
we pray to the mercy of God. Amen.

+PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to exchange words and signs of friendship and love with those around you.

OFFERING



+OFFERING HYMN

From Heaven Above
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+OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God, you choose to be born among us every day. We praise you! Receive these simple
gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in

need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

+GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise to you, O God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:



+SANCTUS
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+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+LORD’S PRAYER
We pray together,

Our Creator, Our Mother, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



+LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION INVITATION

All are welcome at the table. For those worshiping at home and those who prefer to
commune with individual packets in your pews, hear these words spoken for you: The body
of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request to the server.

An usher will direct you down the center aisle, where you can pick up a communion cup.
You are invited to stand or kneel in front of the table, beginning from the middle and moving
toward the outside. After you have received the bread and the wine, please return to your seat

by way of the side aisle, where an usher will receive your communion cup.

If you wish to receive communion from a pastor in your pew, please let an usher know.



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!




HYMN I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve
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Jeg er sa glad hver ju - le-kveld, ti da blev Je - sus fodt;

I am so glad each Christ-mas Eve, the night of Je - sus’ birth!
The lit - tle child in Beth - le-hem, he was a king in - deed!

He dwells a-gain in  heav-en's realm, the Son of God to - day;
| am so glad each Christ-mas Eve! His prais-es then | sing:
And so | love each Christ-mas Eve, and 1 love Je - sus too;
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da lys - te stjer - nen som en sol, og eng-ler sang sa sodt.

Then like the sun  the star shone forth, and an - gels sang on earth.
For he came down from heav’'n a - bove to help a world in need.
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and still he loves his it - tle ones and hears them when they pray.
he o-pens now for ev - 'ry child the pal-ace of the Kking.
and that he loves me ev-'ry day | know so well is true.

+BLESSING

The body and blood of Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God'’s grace.
Amen.

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



+RECESSIONAL HYMN

Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain,

P

o-ver the hills

and ev - ‘ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept

their watch-ing

o'er

=

si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the ecarth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
| » S o § i i B R
oy ————— e e
S Potb g e e
]' [ 1
R
0 — 1 S M —] il
1 1 q N 1 1 n 27 |
b | i 1 1 i | | | 1 i I(
1
: o ¥ =
be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior's birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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+BENEDICTION When the Song of the Angels Is Stilled Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among people,

To make music in the heart.



+DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is born!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

You are invited to the Community Room
(located at the rear of the worship area) for a time of conversation and refreshments.

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite

Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13" cent.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893. Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Text: German carol, 15" cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,

1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, ‘Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesinge’, Kéln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius

“What Child Is This” Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16" cent.

“Away in a Manger” Text: North American, 19" cent. Music: CRADLE SONG, William |. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1855, alt.

Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17" cent.

Intercessions from Sundays and Seasons, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.

“I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” Text: Marie Wexelsen, 1832-1911; tr. Peter A. Sveeggen, 1881-1959

Music: JEG ER SA Glad, Peder Knudsen, 1819-1863. Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House

Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.

Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Prayer of the Day: “Prayer written by Rev. Jill Rode as part of the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (Minneapolis, MN)

expansive prayer project. Used by permission.”

“From Heaven Above” Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. ‘Lutheran Book of Worship’

Music: VOM HIMMERL HOCH, attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, ‘Geistliche Lieder”, 1539

Artwork: Wesley, Frank, 1923-2002. Blue Madonna, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. Original source: Estate of Frank Wesley.
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10:00 AM
Assisting Minister Liz Conway
Crucifer Wayne Vetter
Video Operator Jeffrey Weiss
Communion Kathy Hollander,
Bryan Kuzel, John Sulzbach
Joy Nelson, Rod Johnson,
Ushers Jeff Olsen Biebighauser
Altar Guild Doris Gbala, Kathryn Howe
Coffee Servers Liz Kelley, Ann White
Closer Rod Johnson

Copyright permission is granted under annual copyright license A-704054 with OneLicense, Chicago IL.

STAFF
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PARISH INFORMATION

OLIVE OIL FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES STILL AVAILABLE!

There are 250mL bottles for $15 and 750 mL bottles for $40. These bottles make excellent gifts!
Purchases support the work of the Lutheran World Federation vocational training program and
reduce student fees. brought to you by the Palestine-Israel Working group.

HELP HTLC LEADERSHIP HOST ELCA BISHOPS JANUARY 5, 3:30 PM

The ELCA bishops have asked to meet with Holy Trinity leaders on Thursday, January 5. They
want to learn more about our congregation's response during the Uprising and our ministry since
that time. If you would be willing to set tables, provide hospitality, serve a catered meal from
Curry in a Hurry, and/or help with clean-up, please sign-up in the Community Room. We are
expecting approximately 60 guests. We need 6 to 8 volunteers to be here from 2-7:30 p.m.

YOUTH RECITAL SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 10:00 A.M.
We celebrate the musical gifts of several of Holy Trinity’s young people during our annual music
recital in the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. This will serve as our adult forum for the day.

SAVE THE DATE FOR WINTER FAMILY RETREAT, FEBRUARY 17-19, 2023

Join other families for a weekend of rest and renewal as well as family-friendly fun with church
members of all ages at the YMCA Camp St. Croix in Hudson, Wisconsin, from Friday, February
17, to Sunday, February 19. Watch for more information, in January.

PASTOR ANGELA ON LEAVE

Pastor Angela is on leave. To honor this time of rest, we ask you to refrain from emails, phone
calls, and text messages (even the most kind and loving ones!). Your prayers are, of course,
welcome and appreciated.

THANK YOU

Holy Trinity couldn't function as it does without the hard work and support of lots of people,
many of whom stay behind-the-scenes. We truly appreciate everyone who made 2022 special,
including the children and youth, parents, musicians, cooks, servers, the many worship ministry
volunteers, our working groups and committees, the church council, the teachers, the staff, and
all of our members. Together we make up the vibrant body of our living church!



PARISH SCHEDULE
Monday, January 2, 2023 Office Closed
Tuesday, January 3 11:00 AM | Worship Readings Discussion
Thursday, January 5 3:30 PM | Bishops Meeting at HTLC

Sunday, January 8 8:45AM | Worship Service of Holy Communion

(No Child or Youth Education)

10:00 AM | Adult Forum in Library
11:00 AM | Worship Service of Holy Communion
2:00 PM | Swahili Service
ADULT FORUM

10:00 a.m. in the Library and on Zoom:

https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/85856871594 ?pwd=MjErUEQrTnhpTIhFV3VOZ0dsc3d1Zz09

NO ADULT FORUM TODAY

January 8 “PERSONAL JOURNEY AND PERSPECTIVE ON WATER RIGHTS IN

PALESTINE” FEATURING ASHRAF ASHKAR

Ashraf Ashkar was born and raised in Palestine in a village near Tulkarm. He did his
undergraduate work in Palestine outside of the city of Jenin. He also worked there on water rights
with OCHA, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and with Oxfam UK.
Ashraf will bring his story of growing up in Palestine, highlighting some of the economic and

political struggles related to water rights.




