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Tenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Summer Thoughts and Thank You

According to the Farmer’s Almanac, this is the last week
of the Dog Days of summer this year. It tells us that, “The
phrase ‘Dog Days’ is reference to Sirius, the Dog Star, part
of the constellation Canis Major … during this period, the
sun occupies the same region of the sky as this star … and
(according to the ancient Romans) this bright star added
to the sun’s warmth, accounting for the long stretch of
sultry weather.” Those who have gotten to know me,
know that I am no fan of the hot Midwestern summertime, naming it as my least favorite part of the year. I have
been thinking about summer’s heat at church a lot,
especially because our air conditioning continues not to
work. Some have wondered if I don’t mind this heat
having been born and partially raised in Mexico, but I am
quick to pull up my iPhone to show them that I am from
the mountains in the central region. The capital city,
Cuernavaca, where I was born, was nicknamed the
“City of Eternal Spring” by Alexander von Humboldt in the
19th century because of its stable climate rarely exceeding
readings over 80°F.
I equate this oppressive heat with foreignness and
immigration. You see, when I was seven-years-old, my
nine-year-old sister and I found ourselves seeking safety
in this country and handed over to distant cousins in
Houston, Texas. One of my clearest memories of that
extremely confusing and unhappy time of my life is
being sent outdoors to play (I was a naughty kid) and
be out of the adults’ way. I remember opening the
door and being met by a foreign, invisible wall of hot
stickiness the likes of which I had not experienced
my entire childhood until then. As I have grown
older, summertime usually brings about immigration
forms that need to be renewed, immigration fees that
need to be re-paid, and an uncertain time that needs
to be waited out once again.
Today, I am writing this piece to thank you, my
community of Holy Trinity, for walking alongside me
these past two summers. Thanks to you all,
especially the Personnel Committee, I can have my
immigration paperwork filled out and my immigration fees paid to ensure another year and a half in this
country. After a tiring, hot day on Tuesday of this week, I
walked over to my apartment before Big Meeting Night
and peeked into my mailbox. I found an approval notice
(continued in next column)

Readings

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56

ADULT FORUM
Holy Trinity Adult Forums feature in-person presentations
in the Library beginning at 10:00 a.m. The presentations
are also available via Zoom for those unable to attend in
person. ID and password remain the same: ID 858 5687
1594; Password 317879.

AUGUST 14 "The Future of Adult Forums”
An open conversation reflecting on the effects of the
pandemic on the future of our Adult Education forums.
AUGUST 21 "Jailani Hassan of CAIR Minnesota”
Jaylani
Hussein,
Executive
Director
of
the
Minnesota chapter of CAIR, the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations, will share an update on CAIR's work
and the current blessings and challenges for our Muslim
neighbors. As a long time partner of Holy Trinity, Jaylani
will also share opportunities for more engagement.
(continued from previous column)

from the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
confirming that I am allowed to
legally live and work in the U.S.
until August of 2024. This
means that I can breathe a sigh
of relief for this summer and
next, not needing to hold my
breath again until two summers
from now. However, because I
have my community around me
(that’s all of you!), I can be
hopeful. After grabbing the
mail, I made my way into air conditioning and sighed
with relief.
With gratitude,
~ Deacon David Rojas Martinez

P A R I S H I N F O R M A T I O N
DO YOU HAVE A KEY FOR THE CHURCH?
We are trying to account for all of the keys to
the church building, so if you have a key
or a set of keys to the church, please
contact Pam in the office to let her know
(612-729-8358). Thank you!

DON’T FORGET THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 14—
*Final pop-up choir of the summer! Rehearse at 9:45 a.m.
in the sanctuary to perform at the 11:00 a.m. service.
*Ordination of Sara Jensen! Join Sara as she celebrates
her ordination at Holy Trinity on August 14, 6:00 p.m.
Bishop Ann Svennungsen will be presiding. Reception will
follow in the gym.

MEET OUR NEW HAND BELL DIRECTOR, LOGAN OLSON
Encore! meets monthly at 8:00 a.m. at Turtle Bread
(4205 E 34th St.). There is no agenda. Breakfast goers
simply get to know one another. No sign up necessary.

There will be a memorial service for Barbara Johnson on
Saturday August 13, at 1:00p.m.
followed by a luncheon in the
gym. Visitation at 12:00 p.m.
The service will also be livestreamed here. Masks will be
encouraged, but not required.
The family would appreciate
your presence at the service but
asks that no flowers be sent.
If you would like to give a
memorial gift, please consider
donating to Doctors Without Borders, the Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service, or Our Saviour’s
Community Service, Minneapolis.

GET YOUR MOUNT OF OLIVES OLIVE OIL
BEFORE ITS ALL GONE!

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 12 PM
Join us for music and food in the garden at noon. Joe Davis
and the Poetic Diaspora will perform—it promises to be
fabulous! $5 suggested donation for lunch; however, don’t
let the money keep you away from the fun. All are
welcome! Contact Jeff O.B. if you can help out on the 21st
(612-708-6587).
Don’t forget our final Family Fun Night of the summer on
Tuesday, August 23, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. We'll have pizza
and games and everyone is invited to join! We expect it to
be a night of fun and connecting—don’t forget to get the
date in your calendars.
As summer wanes, Holy Trinity families will gather for
fun, food, and frolic at Hidden Falls Park-everyone is
welcome! Join us at 4:30 p.m., Bring a dish to share and
your own beverage. The Nurturing Committee will
provide compostable plates, cups, utensils, paper towels,
ice water, and lawn games. The park shelter has abundant
covered seating, bathrooms, and electrical outlets. Hidden
Falls Park, 1415 Mississippi River Blvd South, St Paul.
Holy Trinity banner will be displayed at the park entrance.

ADULT RETREAT AT ST. JOHN’S ABBEY, NOV. 18-19
Save the date and plan to join us in Collegeville for an
overnight retreat for adults of all ages. This year’s presenters are Scott & Melanie McRae. We’ll have wonderful
programming and opportunities to connect with one
another and with the Benedictine community at St. John’s.
We’ll also explore the campus, which includes the famous
Breuer chapel, the pottery studio of Richard Bresnahan,
and the illustrated St. John’s Bible. There will be individual
rooms for 25 participants.

More details will follow.

P A R I S H I N F O R M A T I O N
Sign up in the Community Room for any of these sessions.

Join Joyce Besser for an evening of poetry on August 17, at
6:30 p.m. Participants are welcome to bring a favorite
poem and share with the group how the poem or poet
speaks to you. Can't decide on one poet/poem? It’s okay to
share more, including any you may have written yourself!
If you’re new to poetry, come for the companionship.
Location:
, or call the office to get on the list.

W E A V I NG O U R
L I V E S TO G E TH E R
As you know, we are
working with the theme
of “Weaving” for the fall
at Holy Trinity. As the
community reemerges
from a time when so
many experiences were
had in isolation, we'd like to collect short, personal stories
(300-500 words) to be shared with the wider congregation in a booklet that will be given to each household.
This is one way to weave our lives together again.

The deadline for submissions is Friday, August 12!
Please email or drop submissions off at the church office.

SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS MEALS ON WHEELS BOARD
South Minneapolis Meals On Wheels (SMMOW) is seeking
people who would be willing to serve on their Board of
Directors. Please prayerfully consider whether service on
the SMMOW Board is a ministry opportunity that you might
be seeking. If you’re interested, click here for more
information.

LADDER TO THE LIGHT
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 6:00 PM
Join Randy Nelson on Thursday, October 13, at 6:00 p.m.
to discuss the book, Ladder to the Light - an Indigenous
Elder's Meditations on Hope and Courage written by
Steven Charleston. Copies of the book are available in the
Community Room. Randy will host this conversation in
the Holy Trinity Community Room. Sign up in the
Community Room by Sunday, October 9.

Join Shaun Morrell in the church library on Sunday,
November 20, at 12:00 p.m., to discuss a chapter from
A Life on Our Planet by Sir David Attenborough.
Lunch will be provided. Group participants will have the
opportunity to talk about how Christian faith intersects
with wildlife conservation and biodiversity. Copies of the
chapter will be available in the Community Room. Sign up
in the Community Room by Sunday, November 13.

SURVIVE AND EVEN THRIVE IN A MINNESOTA WINTER
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 6:30 PM
Winter can be long in Minnesota. Advent and Christmas
bring opportunities for gathering and celebration, but
many of us experience some dread as we face the long
nights and cold months. Kari Kleven will host a candlelight
gathering in her home to share ideas and encourage each
other. Sign up in the Comm. Rm. by Sunday, December 11.

~ Concerning People ~
We pray mindfully for the needs of others, especially those
who face illness or hard times. We pray especially for
members of our community as they embark on their
Boundary Waters camping adventure; For Pastor Angela’s
father, James Ruffin; Jeanne Salmon; Dorothy Kelly;
Anne Curtin’s friend, Gloria; Mary Petersen’s friend, Joe;
Cori Gershon; Marcea Mariani; DeWayne Townsend III;
Marlene Peterson; Rob Englund; Mary Heltsley; Mark
Symchych; and Ann and Dawn’s neighbor, Brian.

Wors hi p P a rt i ci pan ts for S un da y, Aug ust 14, 2022
8:45 am
David Rojas Martinez
Doug Mork
Robert Aldrich
Mary Engen, Ginny Jordan
Peter Johnson
Linda Berglin, Kevin Proescheldt
Jeff Olsen Biebighauser
Kari & Tom Kleven
Annie Hines, Chuck Jordan
David Broberg, Chris Engen,
Ginny & Chuck Jordan

11:00 am
Preacher

David Rojas Martinez

Presiding Ministers

Doug Mork

Assisting Minister

Tom Skold

Altar Guild
Cantor
Communion

Roberta Shaw, Doris Gbala
Peter Johnson
Nicki Hines, Roberta Shaw,
Kathy Hollander

Crucifer
Coffee

Arlene Helvig, Joy Nelson

Counters

Deb Helmel, Wayne Vetter

Ushers

Joy Nelson, Joshua Combs

Closer

Rodney Johnson

P a ri s h E ven ts Augus t 14 -20, 2022
Sunday, August 14

8:45 am Worship Service of Holy Communion
10:00 am Adult Forum
11:00 am Worship Service of Holy Communion
Pop Up Choir! (Rehearse at 9:45 for 11am service)
2:00 pm Swahili Service
6:00 pm Ordination of Sara Jensen

Tuesday, August 16

11:00 am Worship Readings Discussion

Wednesday, August 17
Thursday, August 18

6:30 pm Life Together: “The Gift of Poetry” (Joyce Besser).
(Windsor Room, Becketwood, 4300 W River Pky)
8:00 am Encore! (Turtle Bread. 34th St & 42nd Ave S)

LIVESTREAM LINKS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES

