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NEW SOLAR PANELS AT HOLY TRINITY
Isn’t it wonderful to see the increasing number of buildings
in the Longfellow neighborhood that have solar panels
installed! Holy Trinity’s new solar system on the church
building’s roof has been operational since mid-December
2021. We were very fortunate in that our system was
approved just in time for Holy Trinity to receive a City of
Minneapolis’ “Green Streets” grant.
Holy Trinity will be blessing and dedicating our new solar
system on Sunday, January 9, a sign of the new energy that
2022 will bring. Solar is alive in Minnesota! We lead the
Midwest in installed solar systems and we lead the nation
in installed community solar. Regrettably, there are
hundreds more systems in Minnesota waiting to be
approved by Xcel Energy. Last session, our legislature
approved $31 billion to install solar on schools. Solar
installer and HTLC member, Jack Hanson, has taught us that
solar panels are actually 25% more efficient on clear, below
zero-degree days. Plus spring and summer days in our
northland are also longer, so panels can produce more
energy here than further south. And solar panels can last at
least 50-60 years!
Nationally, during the two years preceding 2022, more
solar has been installed than any other source of energy,
with corporations installing the most. Per kilowatt, solar is
now cheaper than wind energy, and costs less to maintain
due to fewer moving parts. Solar, and wind, too, help
address climate change by reducing carbon emissions in
generating electrical energy. They also reduce carbon
emissions from transportation, as more and more we are
switching to electric vehicles and buses. Electric water and
heating systems will also be needed to drastically reduce
the ever-increasing amount of carbon we are spewing into
our oceans and atmosphere.
Holy Trinity will continue to seek new opportunities for
energy efficiency as we address the urgency of caring for
creation. Huge thanks to all our members who have solar
systems and/or are participants in community solar.
—Kathy Hollander
Member of the Caring for Creation Team
Note: Holy Trinity is so grateful to Kathy, Jack, and other
members who never lost faith in the dream of seeing solar
panels installed on the church. Thank you so much for your
steadfast leadership in bringing solar to Holy Trinity!

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
READINGS
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

ADULT FORUM
Holy Trinity Adult Forums now feature in-person presentations in
the Bartsch Room beginning at 10:00 a.m. The presentations will
also be available via Zoom for those unable to attend in person.
ID and password remain the same:
ID 858 5687 1594; Password 317879.

January 9 “Introduction to the Season of Epiphany”
Presented by the Worship and Fine Arts Committee.
January 16 “Accomplishments and Plans”
The Stepping Out in Faith—Our Shared Community working
group will present their accomplishments from the past year
and their plans for the future.

SOLAR PANELS OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
Sunday from 9:45-10:00 a.m. and from 12:00-12:15 p.m., there
will be a solar ambassador in the 4th-floor sky room to
explain and answer questions about our wonderful new solar
system. Come take a peek and learn fun new facts about solar!
Due to the rapid increase in cases of the Omicron variant, we
will need to limit the tours to a couple of people at a time and
you must wear a KN95 or N95 mask.

P A R I S H I N F O R M A T I O N
ANNUAL MLK BREAKFAST MONDAY, JANUARY 17
The Racial Justice group invites you to attend the Dr Martin
Luther King breakfast—virtual again this year—on Monday,
January 17, from 8:45 to 10:30 a.m. The speaker will be
attorney and St Paul native, Laura Coates, a graduate of the
University of Minnesota. Ms. Coates is a regular host and
senior legal analyst for CNN. She is also an adjunct professor at Georgetown University Law School where she
focuses on voting and civil rights. Her new book is entitled
"Just Pursuit: A Black Prosecutors Fight for Fairness.” Go to
www.mlkbreakfast.com to register ($25).
FILM SHOWING “THE PRESENT” POSTPONED
Out of an abundance of caution, the Palestine/Israel Working Group film showing originally scheduled for January 19
has been postponed. More information about a new date
and time will be forthcoming.

20s, 30s, 40s WINTER GROUP HIKE, FEBRUARY 6
The 20s, 30s, 40s Group, Laura Bolstad Grafstrom, and
Peter Grafstrom invite you to an all-ages winter hike on
Sunday, February 6, at 2:00 p.m. We'll meet at the
southern-most parking lot at Minnehaha Park (E 54th St.
and Hwy 55) and take the winter hiking trail that
connects with Fort Snelling State Park. Bring your sense of
adventure and warm boots/hiking shoes. Let's get out and
enjoy this winter wonderland together! Please RSVP to
Laura by Saturday, February 5, if you're planning to come.
CONFIRMATION CARNAVAL MARCH 1, 2022
Families with confirmands and sponsors will gather for a
fun evening on Fat Tuesday to continue making connections. Watch for more information, but please save the date!

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 30 VIA ZOOM AT 12:00 PM
All members are invited to join the annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, January 30 at 12:00 p.m. as we celebrate
the 118th year of God’s ministry through Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church. We will gather on Zoom. and we may have
a watch party at the church. We will review committee goals,
elect new council members, and approve the 2022 budget.
The annual meeting is also an opportunity for us to check on
progress made toward our congregational goals. A copy of
the annual report and a link to the Zoom meeting will be sent
to all members prior to January 30.

SAVE THE DATE — FAMILY RETREAT FEBRUARY 11-13
Join other families for a weekend of rest and renewal as
well as family-friendly fun with church members of all ages
at the YMCA Camp St. Croix in Hudson, Wisconsin, from
Friday, February 11, to Sunday, February 13. Watch for
more information coming later in January.
LIVESTREAM THE 11:00 AM SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE
A live-stream of the 11:00 a.m. service is available online
every Sunday. Click the following link at 10:55 a.m. to
livestream the service from your computer or smart phone:
https://vimeo.com/event/1341305.
NEED VOLUNTEERS
TO RUN THE WORSHIP
VIDEO CAMERA
Are you handy with a
mouse and
a laptop?
We need a few volunteers
to run the livestream on
Sundays at the 11:00 a.m.
worship service.

Training will be provided.
If you’re interested in serving, please contact the office
[612-729-8358].

THE HOLINESS OF THE DARKNESS
By Kayla Zopfi (reprinted from her ELCA blog)

Perhaps last years’ season’s greetings came with restful
tidings and hopes for light to shine brightly again soon.
Perhaps you’ve come to feel less and less seen by these
greetings. The tiredness and somberness may have weighed
heavily for so long. It is finally a fresh year but 2022 has, so
far, felt like 2020, too.
Cole Arthur Riley writes in an Instagram post about the
season of Advent, “We put all our hope in the sacred
blackness of a womb. As we wait, we remind ourselves that
darkness … has the unique capacity to bear the divine. From
the cosmos to the womb, the dark has always been a site of
creativity and liberation.”
Times may feel dark, but we must also remember the dark
is holy, too. It is within these dark places that love and
wonder are nurtured. God is with us in this darkness,
knowing us, still forming us. Arthur Riley, concluding her
post, invites us into the following meditation:
INHALE:
I can wait through the darkness.
EXHALE:
There is holy here too.

PARISH EVENTS JANUARY 16-22
Sunday

8:45 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
2:00 PM

Worship Service of Holy Communion
Adult Forum
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service of Holy Communion
Swahili Service

Tuesday

11:00 AM
6:45 PM

Worship Readings Discussion
Big Meeting Night

Wednesday

6:30 PM
7:10 PM

Youth Choirs Combined Rehearsal
Cantate! Rehearsal

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR JANUARY 9, 2022
David Rojas Martinez

Preacher

Angela T. Khabeb

Presiding Minister

Ingrid Rasmussen

Crucifer

Margaret Kelly
Julie and Tom Cahoy,
Chris Engen, David Broberg
Joyce Peterson, Pam Blomgren

Assisting Minister

Ushers

Counters
Closer

David Rojas Martinez
Angela T. Khabeb
Wayne Vetter
Nicki Hines
Kathy Hollander, Rod Johnson,
Joy Nelson, Kathy Howe,
DeWayne Townsend, Joshua
Deb Helmel, Pam Kildahl
John Sulzbach
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