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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

SUMMER 2016 
  

Greetings, Holy Trinity! 
 

Can you hear the jackhammers echoing? The renovation construction is well underway 

at Holy Trinity. We are delighted by the progress that’s already been made on the 

interior of the building. Walls have come down, and doors have been taken off their 

hinges. The only surprises thus far have been the little toys tucked behind the radiators 

from when the first floor housed the nursery and preschool! 
 

The contractor expects to move to the exterior work 

by the beginning of June. At that time, there will be 

signs directing foot traffic to use the north doors that 

face the public library. The commotion shouldn’t 

disrupt our rhythm for too long; we anticipate the 

whole project will be complete by the beginning of 

September.  
 

In the midst of the demolition and the rebuilding, 

ministry opportunities abound at Holy Trinity! In the 

pages that follow, you’ll find more information about 

Music in the Garden, Sunday pop-up choirs, summer 

trips, a children’s camp with steel pans and Psalms, 

and much, much more. It’s a good and full time to be 

at Holy Trinity.  
 

We’re glad to be your pastors. 
 

Peace, 

                                         
Pastor Jay Carlson                                                Pastor Ingrid C. A. Rasmussen 
 

Traditional Worship – Contemporary Message – A Call to Social Justice 

2730 East 31st Street, Minneapolis, MN 55406 ▪ (612)729-8358 ▪ www.htlcmpls.org 

http://www.htlcmpls.org/
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ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sunday, May 8—Adult Forum 

Our adult forum series this summer and fall will focus on the theme of “The Body.” There will be 

six chapters: ableism; created in the image of God; aging and mortality; bodies in the public 

square; gender; and sexuality. Come to today’s forum to hear Roberta Shaw, Randy Nelson, 

Shelley Grimes, Jeff Olsen Biebighauser, and Joel Wiberg reflect on why this theme matters for 

the church and why these chapters matter to our life together.  

 

Wednesday, May 11—Fare For All 

Each month, Holy Trinity hosts Fare For All, an organization that buys fresh fruits, vegetables, 

and frozen meat in bulk to save buyers up to 40% off grocery store prices. Fare For All is 

community supported and open to everyone. The more people who shop, the better. Fare For All 

accepts cash, credit, debit, and EBT cards. (Sorry, no personal checks.) Come and shop between 

3:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, May 15—Pentecost 

The Holy Spirit comes to guide and renew the church. We will gather for festival worship services 

at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. All Holy Trinity members are also encouraged to attend a joint service 

with the Minnesota Swahili Christian Congregation at 2:00 p.m. Bishop Ann Svennungsen will 

be present with us and will give the sermon. The Swahili Congregation will host a meal following 

the worship service. Sign up in the Community Room by May 8. 

 

Sunday, May 15—Adult Forum 

Listen in on the conversations our confirmation students have been having with regard to racial 

justice.  The students will consider the responses which the world and our congregation have 

called them to make.   The adult forum crowd is warmly invited to ascend (via elevator or stairs) 

to the 4th floor, in order to listen to, reflect on, and be led by our youth. 

 

Thursday, May 19—Encore! at Turtle Bread 

Encore! (the group for members 50 years of age and older) meets monthly at 8:00 a.m. at Turtle 

Bread (4205 E 34th St.). There is no agenda. Breakfast goers simply get to know one another. No 

sign up necessary.
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Friday, May 20—Lullaby 

Concert with Longfellow 

Alternative and VocalEssence 

Longfellow Alternative High 

School is participating as a pilot 

school in Carnegie Hall’s Lullaby 

Project, which offers pregnant 

and parenting teens an 

opportunity to create and share a 

personal lullaby with the help of 

artists working in communities across the country. Francisco Zúñiga Olmos has been working at 

Longfellow Alternative, leading Spanish lullaby creation sessions that have resulted in six 

lullabies, two of which will be performed by an octet from the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers at 

the ¡Cantaré! Community Concert, which we have the honor of hosting. Admission is free. The 

concert begins at 6:30 p.m. Sign up in the Community Room.  

 

Sunday, May 22—Adult Forum  

Today’s forum focuses on one aspect of ableism. Check the Community Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, May 22—Trinity Sunday 

This is the last day of Sunday morning education programs for children and youth until they 

start up again in the fall. In our 11:00 a.m. worship we will present Bibles to 5th grade students, 

and we will bless graduates during a time of exciting transition in their lives. 

 

Sunday, May 29—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on one aspect of ableism. Check the Community Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, May 29—Memorial Day Weekend 

We’ll have two services as usual! See you at 8:45 or 11:00 a.m.! 

 

Monday, May 30—Memorial Day  

The church office is closed. We’ll talk to you tomorrow! 
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Friday, June 3—First Fridays with Friends 

Summer is here, which means the birds are singing, the sun is shining, and Sea Salt is open at 

Minnehaha Falls. Join the 20s, 30s, 40s group for dinner. If seafood isn’t your thing, there’s 

always ice cream! If cash is a problem, talk to Pastor Ingrid about a scholarship. Sign up in the 

Community Room by May 29, so we know how many to expect in line at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, June 3—Parents’ Night Out 

Adults and youth work together caring for HTLC children while their parents go “out” from 6:00-

9:00 p.m. Sign up in the Community Room to help with childcare or to save a spot for your kids 

in the nursery. Volunteers must complete a background check through Holy Trinity. 

 

Sunday, June 5—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on what it means to be created in the image of God. Check the Community 

Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, June 5—First Sunday Musings 

Head to Himalayan at 12:15 p.m. with several other members for lunch and conversation. No 

sign up necessary. We meet by the brightly colored sign in the Community Room. 

 

Sunday, June 5—Teacher and Sponsor Recognition 

We give thanks for the volunteers who support our children and youth ministries. The annual 

confirmation picnic will be held at Minnehaha Falls Park in the afternoon. 

 

Monday, June 6—Ramadan Begins 

Ramadan is the name of the ninth month in the Islamic lunar calendar. It is an important month 

in the Islamic calendar and culture. Each day during the month of Ramadan, many Muslims 

around the world observe the sacred month by fasting during daylight hours, offering nightly 

prayers in addition to their daily prayers, and concluding each day’s fast with food, family, and 

friends. At the end of the month is a three-day holiday that celebrates the conclusion of the month 

with Eid al-Fitr, which prepares individuals to return to their regular daily routine. 

 

Wednesday, June 8—Fare For All 

Each month, Holy Trinity hosts Fare For All, an organization that buys fresh fruits, vegetables, and 

frozen meat in bulk to save buyers up to 40% off grocery store prices. Fare For All is community 

supported and open to everyone. The more people who shop, the better. Fare For All accepts cash, 

credit, debit, and EBT cards. (Sorry, no personal checks.) Come and shop between 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
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Sunday, June 12—Summer Pop-up Choir 

There will be three opportunities to sing as a 

choir in worship this summer, which affords 

you this vantage point in the sanctuary. 

Everyone is welcome, from those who can’t 

commit to weekly rehearsals during the school 

year but have always wanted to sing to those 

who have sung in the choirs for years. (Family 

and friends who are visiting are also welcome!) 

Rehearse at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

Sunday, June 12—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on what it means to be created in the image of God. Check the Community 

Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, June 12—Music in the Garden 

Join us for music and food in the garden at noon. It promises to be fabulous. $5 dollar suggested 

donation for lunch; however, don’t let the money keep you away from the fun. All are welcome! 

 

Monday-Thursday, June 13-16—Summer Music Camp: Make a Joyful Noise 

Young people age 4 through Grade 8 are invited to participate in an exciting music and learning 

opportunity this summer. We will be praying and playing the psalms while learning to make 

music on a variety of instruments. Ann Schrooten will lead handbell music, and Andy Martin 

will teach the steel pan and other percussion from 8:30-11:30 a.m. There will be a lunch and 

performance on the last day at 11:30 a.m. There will also be an opportunity for adults to play 

steel pans with Andy in the evenings during the week. Watch the Community Church for more 

information. Sign up in the Community Room. 

 

Thursday, June 16—Encore! at Turtle Bread 

Encore! meets monthly at 8:00 a.m. at Turtle Bread (4205 E 34th St.). There is no agenda. 

Breakfast goers simply get to know one another. No sign up necessary. 

 

Sunday, June 19—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on what it means to be created in the image of God. Check the Community 

Church for more information! 
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Sunday, June 26—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on what it means to be created in the image of God. Check the Community 

Church for more information! 

 

Friday, July 1—First Fridays with Friends 

First Fridays with Friends is on vacation this month because of the Fourth of July holiday weekend! 

 

Friday, July 1—Parents’ Night Out 

Parents’ Night Out is taking the month off because of the Fourth of July holiday weekend. We’ll be 

back in action in August. 

 

Sunday, July 3—Fourth of July Weekend 

We’ll have two services as usual! See you at 8:45 or 11:00 a.m.! 

 

Sunday, July 3—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on aging and mortality. Check the Community Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, July 3—First Sunday Musings 

Head to Himalayan at 12:15 p.m. with several other members for lunch and conversation. No 

sign up necessary. We meet by the brightly colored sign in the Community Room! 

 

July 3-8—Senior High Trip to Camp Amnicon in Wisconsin 

After two days of training at Camp Amnicon on Lake Superior, the group will spend four days 

canoeing on the Bois Brule, one of the best-known rivers east of the Mississippi.  

 

Monday, July 4—Independence Day  

The church office is closed. We’ll talk to you tomorrow! 

 

Sunday, July 10—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on aging and mortality. Check the Community Church for more information! 

 

July 12-20—Middle School Trip to Camp Christikon 

The mission of Christikon is to awaken and nurture faith in Christ, 

exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.  

Holy Trinity confirmation students will enjoy a week in the  

mountains of Montana, including an overnight backpacking excursion.  
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Wednesday, July 13—Fare For All 

Each month, Holy Trinity hosts Fare For All, an organization that buys fresh fruits, vegetables, 

and frozen meat in bulk to save buyers up to 40% off grocery store prices. Fare For All is 

community supported and open to everyone. The more people who shop, the better. Fare For All 

accepts cash, credit, debit, and EBT cards. (Sorry, no personal checks.) Come and shop between 

3:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, July 17—Summer Pop-up Choir 

Everyone is welcome, from those who can’t commit to weekly rehearsals during the school year 

but have always wanted to sing to those who have sung in the choirs for years. (Family and 

friends who are visiting are also welcome!) Rehearse at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for the 

 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

Sunday, July 17—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on aging and mortality. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 

 

Thursday, July 21—Encore! at Turtle Bread 

Encore! meets monthly at 8:00 a.m. at Turtle Bread (4205 E 34th St.). There is no agenda. 

Breakfast goers simply get to know one another. No sign up necessary. 

 

Saturday, July 23—Baptism Orientation Workshop 

Are you preparing for a baptism? Do you have questions about baptism? We ask all parents 

(members and non-members) to attend a Baptism Orientation Workshop before their child is 

baptized. Our next workshop will be on Saturday, July 23, from 10 a.m. to noon. Workshops are 

scheduled about every four months. Sponsors are welcome, but not required, to attend. For more 

information or to register, contact Pastor Jay or Pastor Ingrid. Nursery care will be provided. 

 

Sunday, July 24—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on aging and mortality. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 
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Sunday, July 24—Music in the Garden Open Street 

On Sunday, July 24, Lake Street will be closed from Elliot to 42nd Avenue for an event called 

“Open Streets.” The street will be transformed into a pedestrian- and bike-friendly corridor 

promoting healthy living, local business, sustainable transportation, and civic pride. Because 

Holy Trinity has some Lake-front property, we’ll have music and activities near our parking lot 

from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Think of it as Music in the Garden Open Street! Drivers, please note that 

you’ll need to find an alternate route to church that morning! 

 

Tuesday, July 26—Lutheran Night at the Twins  

Cost is $25 ($10 for middle- or high-school students). Sign up in the Community Room or call 

the church office by July 1. If you are interested in joining the choir to sing the National Anthem, 

please indicate that when you sign up. Those interested in traveling to the game together on the 

light rail will meet at church. For more information, contact Pam Kildahl or Pastor Ingrid. 

 

Sunday, July 31—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on aging and mortality. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 

 

Friday, August 5—First Fridays with Friends 

Hey 20s, 30s, 40s group! Mark your calendars for a gathering that, while not yet planned, is sure 

to be promising. 

 

Friday, August 5—Parents’ Night Out 

Adults and youth work together caring for HTLC children while their parents go “out” from 6:00-

9:00 p.m. Sign up in the Community Room to help with childcare or to save a spot for your kids 

in the nursery. Volunteers must complete a background check through Holy Trinity. 

 

Sunday, August 7—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on bodies in the public square. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 

 

Sunday, August 7—First Sunday Musings 

Head to Himalayan at 12:15 p.m. with several other members for lunch and conversation. No 

sign up necessary. We meet by the brightly colored sign in the Community Room. 
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Wednesday, August 10—Fare For All 

Each month, Holy Trinity hosts Fare For All, an organization that buys fresh fruits, vegetables, 

and frozen meat in bulk to save buyers up to 40% off grocery store prices. Fare For All is 

community supported and open to everyone. The more people who shop, the better. Fare For All 

accepts cash, credit, debit, and EBT cards. (Sorry, no personal checks.) Come and shop between 

3:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

Friday-Monday, August 12-15—Boundary Waters Trip 

Eighteen members and friends are canoeing in the BWCA this weekend! 

Please keep these waterway travelers in your prayers. If you want to 

learn more about the BWCA, check out member Kevin Proescholdt’s 

book, Glimpses of Wilderness.  

 

Sunday, August 14—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on bodies in the public square. Check the 

Community Church for more information! 

 

Sunday, August 14—Music in the Garden 

Join us for music and food in the garden at noon. It promises to be fabulous. $5 dollar suggested 

donation for lunch; however, don’t let the money keep you away from the fun. All are welcome! 

 

Sunday, August 21—Summer Pop-up Choir 

Everyone is welcome, from those who can’t commit to weekly rehearsals during the school year 

but have always wanted to sing to those who have sung in the choirs for years. (Family and 

friends who are visiting are also welcome!) Rehearse at 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for the  

11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

Sunday, August 21—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on bodies in the public square. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 

 

Sunday, August 28—Adult Forum 

Today’s forum focuses on bodies in the public square. Check the Community Church for more 

information! 
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LOOKING AHEAD: SAVE THESE DATES 

 
Sunday, September 4—Labor Day Weekend 

We’ll have two services as usual! See you at 8:45 or 11:00 a.m.! 

 

Monday, September 5—Labor Day  

The church office is closed. We’ll talk to you tomorrow! 

 

Wednesday, September 7—Children, Youth, and Adult Choirs Begin  

For more information on choral opportunities, talk to Ann Schrooten (children, youth, and bell) 

or David Sims (adult). 

 

Sunday, September 11—Rally Day and Music in the Garden  

Join us for music and food in the garden at noon. It promises to be fabulous. $5 dollar suggested 

donation for lunch; however, don’t let the money keep you away from the fun. All are welcome! 

 

Friday-Saturday, September 30-October 1— 

Adult Retreat at St. John’s Abbey  

Sign up to join us in Collegeville, MN, for an 

overnight retreat for adults of all ages. We’ll have 

wonderful programming and opportunities to 

connect with one another and with the 

Benedictine community at St. John’s. We’ll also 

explore the campus, which includes the famous 

Breuer chapel, the pottery studio of Richard Bresnahan, and the illustrated St. John’s Bible. We 

have individual rooms for 25. Cost is $100. Scholarships are available. Talk with Pastor Ingrid.  

 

Friday-Saturday, October 7-8—Racial Justice Workshop 

Join us for an event that will bring together congregations from the St. Paul and Minneapolis 

Area Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. This workshop is based on three 

underlying convictions: (1) Race must be a priority for the church; (2) We need to take a 

confessional stance on how whiteness has governed our branch of the church; and (3) It is (past) 

time to take steps to positively impact racial equity. Join the Holy Trinity Racial Justice Working 

Group and a couple hundred of our friends from area congregations! 



 

11 

 

 

Friday-Saturday, November 4-5—Johnson Symposium with Dr. Wil Gafney entitled 

“Sex, Gender, and Identity in the Scriptures” 

 

The Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible at Brite Divinity School in 

Fort Worth, Texas. She is the author of “Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of 

the Torah and the Throne” and “Daughters of Miriam: Women Prophets in Ancient Israel.” She 

is co-editor of “The Peoples’ Bible” 

and “The Peoples’ Companion to 

the Bible.” Dr. Gafney, an 

Episcopal priest, remains a 

member of the historic African 

Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in 

Philadelphia, PA. Prior to joining 

the Episcopal Church, Dr. Gafney 

served as a US Army Reserve 

chaplain.  

 

She wrote on the risk of Biblical 

literalism in the New York Times, 

saying: 

 

Biblical literalism usually emerges from a faithful impulse – a deeply meaningful faith in 

God, scripture and, in Christian tradition, Jesus. (Corollaries exist in Judaism and Islam, 

but I will confine myself to Christianity.) That faith is frequently buttressed by personal 

experiences with God and the scriptures that shape and reinforce their meaning. For 

many, to deny the truth of the scripture would be to deny God of the scriptures. 

 

The assumptions about that “truth” often go unexamined. We must ask about the intent 

and genre of the text. Biblical literalism requires reading all of the Bible as being intended 

to relay a series of historical (and theological) facts. This ignores what we know about 

language, that there are many kinds of speech and writing, which we use in combination 

to make our points: irony, exaggeration, puns, sarcasm, riddles, proverbs, quotes in and 

out of context, etc. Insisting on biblical literalism flattens out the richness of the text and 

its multiple contributors. And even among Christians, there is no single Bible: there are 

different books in different sequence in Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant and Anglican 

Bibles. (continued on next page 
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Literal readings of nonliteral texts can also lead to fraudulent readings, dogmatic tenacity 

to ahistorical or unscientific claims, and the loss of credibility for those who insist on 

nonsensical interpretations. 

 

I teach students to consider three aspects, to shift from asking “Is the Bible true?” to 

“How is the Bible true?” First, determine what the text says. This requires knowledge of 

original languages, because all translations are unreliable at points. Second, consider as 

much as possible what the text may have meant in its original contexts. This could mean 

learning which expressions were euphemisms and how language may have evolved before 

and after the text was written. And third, ask what the texts says in our modern contexts 

– which values and themes transcend time and which do not. 

 

If all that sounds like hard work, it is. Not every reader is willing to delve into questions 

about the genre, rhetoric and interpretive possibilities of a text. Many prefer simplistic 

formulas. But surely all modern readers accept that the earth does not have four corners, 

though that was the literal meaning when the texts of the Bible were composed and 

transmitted. All readers interpret through belief and experience, regardless of whether 

they realize or admit it. What we bring to the text shapes what we see, for good and ill. 


