
The uninvited blow to all three illusions—that we can 

wholly know and control the ecosphere, that its own 

rhythms and requirements can be bypassed or bent 

to our design, and that scale is little reason to fret— 

is every major life system in decline and the rude 

appearance of that wildest of wild cards, accelerated 

and extreme climate change. What that means for all 

life systems reaching for a future we only perceive 

through a smoky glass. –p. 54

Any God-talk that does not encompass all 13 to 15 

billion years of the universe’s pilgrimage to date and 

the immense wheeling of 50 to 100 billion galaxies, 

each swimming with billions of stars and who knows 

how many planets; any God-talk that does not gather 

in all species come and gone, as well as those  

leaving as we speak; and any God-talk that does  

not embrace the whole drama of life in all its  

misery and grandeur, is simply quaint. –p. 103

The presence of the divine or the holy is the  

experience of the Intimate One who is also the 

Wholly Other, a Spirit so close as to be within,  

yet far more than we can comprehend or possess.  

This nongrasping awe and trust includes living  

with ambiguity and the inherent insecurity and  

vulnerability of being creatures. –p. 104

We have been arguing for a seismic shift in the  

moral universe and in our industrial/post industrial 

way of life. It is a shift from the encapsulated human 

self and human society to the ecosphere as center, 

boundary, and subject; from human justice to  

creation justice; and from my bounded human  

community to the unbounded community  

of all life. –p. 193

Earth-Honoring Faith, Oxford University Press, 2013
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November 8 & 9, 2013

“The Reformation and the  

Fate of the Earth”

Friday Evening
 6:30 	Mini-concert

 7:00 �	“�A Climate-Changing Planet:  
Opportunities for the 
Reformation Tradition”

 8:45	 Service of Evening Prayer

Saturday Morning
 8:30 “�Recovering Lutheran Sacramental 

Tradition Anew”

10:15 	Break

10:45 �	�“�New Wineskins and the Communities 
We Need”

Each presentation by Dr. Rasmussen  
will be followed by a time of Q & A

Dr. Rasmussen will also be the guest preacher at 
both worship services at Holy Trinity on Sunday, 

November 10, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Please join us.

Dr. Larry L. Rasmussen is Reinhold  

Niebuhr Professor Emeritus of Social Ethics, Union 

Theological Seminary, New York City. He is the 

author of numerous articles, reviews, and books 

including Earth Community, Earth Ethics, which won 

the prestigious Grawemeyer Award in Religion. His 

interest in the life and work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

has resulted in several books.

His latest book, Earth-Honoring Faith: Religious  

Ethics in a New Key, was published in 2013 and  

argues for a spiritual and ecological ethic that  

accounts for the wellbeing of all creation, as well  

as the primal elements upon which it depends:  

earth, air, fire, water, and sunlight.

We hope you will join us for the fourth annual  

Johnson Symposium on Faith & Society  

as we welcome Dr. Larry Rasmussen. 

Rev. Ronald K. Johnson served as pastor of Holy  

Trinity Lutheran Church from 1974 to 2006. In 1998  

Rev. Stacy K. Johnson joined the pastoral staff and 

also served until 2006. Under their leadership, Holy 

Trinity became recognized as a place for serious  

dialogue and reflection on issues of faith and society.

Previous Symposium Presenters
   2010 – Dr. Marcus Borg

   2011 – The Rev. Heidi Neumark

   2012 – ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson

Future Symposium Presenter

   2014 – �The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber 
Pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints, 
Denver, CO
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